
 

 
 

Tuesday 8th December 2020 
 
Dear John 

 

Thank you for your letter of 4 November, in which you raised comments made by Deputy 
Chief Constable Will Kerr to the Scottish Parliament’s Justice Sub-Committee on Policing. 
You asked for further detail on the UK Government’s engagement with operational 
partners on preparations for the end of the Transition Period on law enforcement and 
criminal justice matters. 
  
I want to reiterate the Government’s commitment to working closely with the police, other 
law enforcement and criminal justice agencies in the UK, as well as with the Devolved 
Administrations, to ensure we are taking a UK-wide approach to planning and delivery and 
are ready for the end of the Transition Period. For example, on a fortnightly basis and most 
recently on 2 December the Home Office meets with around 20 delivery partners, including 
Police Scotland, to review preparedness and monitor risks to readiness.  
 

As set out in my previous letter, we continue to negotiate an agreement with the EU on law 
enforcement and criminal justice. However, if no further agreement is reached with the EU, 
the UK will be ready to transition law enforcement and criminal justice cooperation with EU 
Member States to alternative, non-EU arrangements by the end of the Transition Period, 
where available. The Home Office holds regular sessions with the operational community 
to ensure the UK is ready to operate those specific non-EU arrangements that form part of 
our planning for the end of the Transition Period.  
 
For example, in my letter of 23 October, I explained that the UK would aim to maximise our 
use of Interpol, including for exchanging alerts for wanted persons or those of law 
enforcement interest. Accordingly, the Home Office hosts weekly meetings with the 
operational community, including Police Scotland, to ensure the UK's readiness to use 
Interpol for these purposes. The most recent meeting was on 1 December. The Home 
Office also meets with operational partners such as Police Scotland on a monthly basis to 
coordinate the effective implementation of the Extradition (Provisional Arrest) Act, which 
will provide an immediate power of arrest for persons who are wanted by EU Member 
States for serious crimes, should the UK not reach a new agreement with the EU on 
extradition. 
 
This work with operational partners has helped to ensure that we are ready for a range of 
possible outcomes at the end of the year. In any scenario the UK will continue to be a 
global leader on security and one of the safest countries in the world. 
 
I hope that this has satisfactorily answered your questions. 
 
 
 
 

 
Kit Malthouse MP 

Minister of State for Crime, Policing and Justice 


