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24 September 2020 
Dear Mr Malthouse, 
 
I am writing to you regarding the preparations for, and potential impact of, the United 
Kingdom’s (UK) withdrawal from the European Union (EU) on the police service of 
Scotland. 

The Scottish Parliament’s Justice Sub-Committee on Policing is to hold an evidence 
session on this issue on Monday 26 October, when it will hear from Police Scotland. 

To inform that evidence session it would be helpful if you could provide written 
evidence on the anticipated impact of the withdrawal agreement on Police Scotland.  

Could you please clarify whether Police Scotland and UK police forces will continue 
to have access to key security and law enforcement co-operation measures should a 
deal be reached with the EU, and also, should no deal be reached. For example, the 
European Arrest Warrant, Europol, Eurojust, the Schengen Information System II and 
the European Criminal Records System. 

In the event that Police Scotland is not able to access to these systems, could you 
please clarify the alternative options that are available to them and the preparations 
for cross-border co-operation between UK police forces in the event of no deal.  

Finally, it would be helpful to understand the progress of discussions between the UK 
and Scottish Governments on mutual assistance between police forces within the UK 
should there be civil unrest and increased border control issues as a result of Brexit. 

I have written in similar terms to the Scottish Government. A response by Monday 19 
October, would be much appreciated.  

Yours sincerely 

 

John Finnie MSP 
Convener, Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 


