
 
Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 

 
 
Susan Deacon 
Chair 
Scottish Police Authority 
 
 
 
By e-mail 

All correspondence c/o:  
Justice Sub-Committee Clerks 

Room T2.60 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh, EH99 1SP 
Tel: 0131 348 5220  

justicecommittee@parliament.scot 
 
  

14 May 2019 
 

Dear Susan 
 
Digital device triage systems 
 
Thank you for providing evidence to the Justice Sub-Committee on Policing on 9 May 
2019 on the Scottish Police Authority’s (SPA) response to the Sub-Committee’s report 
on Police Scotland’s proposal to introduce the use of digital device triage systems 
(cyber kiosks) for use by frontline police officers. 
 
The duration of the Sub-Committee meeting did not permit Members to cover all of 
the relevant areas relating to cyber kiosks and therefore it would be appreciated if you 
could provide information on a number of issues. 
 
Police Scotland provided the Sub-Committee with the opinion of Murdo MacLeod QC 
on the legal basis for the use of cyber kiosks. Could you please confirm how the SPA 
intends to test whether that opinion is sufficiently robust?  
 
During the evidence session you indicated that the SPA Board has previously taken 
evidence from external stakeholders. Could you please confirm whether the SPA 
intends to consult with external stakeholders who have previously raised concerns 
about the legal basis for the use of cyber kiosks prior to providing the necessary 
authority to roll-out the devices? 
 
In evidence to the Sub-Committee on 31 January, the Chief Constable stated that 
cyber kiosks would not be rolled-out until he was confident that, as Chief Constable, 
he had the confidence of the community that Police Scotland serve. Could you please 
confirm whether the SPA is of the view that public confidence in the use of cyber 
kiosks has been established?      

Police Scotland recently purchased three remotely piloted aircraft systems (RPAS), 
two to be based in the north of Scotland.  Police Scotland confirmed that they had 
provided the SPA with a data protection assessment and an equalities & human rights 
impact assessment.  Could you please provide a copy of these impact assessments 
to the Sub-Committee? 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11928&mode=pdf
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It would be helpful to receive this follow-up written information by Wednesday 5 June.   
 
Yours sincerely 

 

John Finnie MSP 
Convener, Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 


