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Dear John 
 

Remotely piloted aircraft systems (RPAS) 
 

I write in response to your letter of 26 April 2019 regarding the Scottish Police 
Authority’s (SPA) consideration of the deployment by Police Scotland of remotely 
piloted aircraft systems. 

 
The SPA is firmly committed to ensuring that our police service adapts to meet 

changing needs and demands, and the procurement and deployment of RPAS is 
part of that programme of change and improvement. 
 

The SPA Board, in public session, considered Police Scotland’s plans to purchase 
RPAS (then described as Unmanned Aerial Vehicles) on 19th December 2017. The 

paper can be viewed at the following link: 
 
http://www.spa.police.uk/assets/126884/441011/441094/434534/item6.3.3 

 
The minute of this meeting and a webcast of the Police Scotland presentation 

and Board discussion is also available on the SPA website. 
 
The use of RPAS by law enforcement bodies and emergency services in the UK 

and internationally is relatively well-established and Police Scotland undertook 
significant research prior to acquiring RPAS, including examining best operating 

practice through regular contact and exploratory visits with other police forces 
who were already operating such systems. 
 

Police Scotland also gave a commitment to the SPA Board that, prior to 
operationally deploying RPAS, it would produce and undertake the range of 

http://www.spa.police.uk/assets/126884/441011/441094/434534/item6.3.3


 

 

appropriate impact assessments expected of an initiative with privacy, 
community, equalities and data sensitivities, and plans to communicate and 

engage with communities.  
 

In terms of procurement, Police Scotland’s procurement department issued an 
invitation to tender on the Public Contracts Scotland website, and an award was 
subsequently made by Police Scotland in February 2018 in line with the agreed 

system of financial governance in place between the SPA and Police Scotland, and 
well within the delegations which permit Police Scotland to undertake purchases 

without seeking the Authority’s approval. 
 
As agreed in December 2017 Police Scotland has shared with the SPA its Data 

Protection Impact Assessment and its Equality and Human Rights Impact 
Assessment.  Police Scotland also gave advance notice to the SPA of its intention 

to deploy RPAS in Aberdeen and Inverness with effect from 1st May 2019, and of 
its plans to deliver internal and external communications in support of and in 
advance of the intended deployment date. 

 
The deployment of RPAS was the subject of a report to the Authority’s Strategy, 

Policy and Performance (SPP) Committee earlier today (8 May 2019). The paper 
can be viewed at the following link: 

 
http://www.spa.police.uk/assets/126884/532470/532474/552201/sppagendaite
m4 

 
Looking ahead, the SPA Board will require Police Scotland to set out, as part of 

the development of the new policing performance framework, how it intends to 
measure performance of its expanded and enhanced Air Support Unit and the 
contribution it makes to improved operational policing outcomes. It has also been 

agreed that an evaluation of RPAS will be conducted by Police Scotland and that 
this will be shared with the SPA for its consideration.  

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

 
 

 
Susan Deacon CBE 
Chair, 

Scottish Police Authority 
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