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Police Scotland 
2 French Street 
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G40 4EH 

 
Dear Convener 
 

Counter-Corruption Unit Investigation 
 
In furtherance to correspondence from Deputy Chief Constable Rose 
Fitzpatrick dated 28 March 2018, and the verbal update provided by myself on 
Tuesday 01 May, I would like to take this opportunity to provide you and the 
Sub-Committee with an up to date position on progress surrounding the 
following recommendation "that Police Scotland and the Scottish Police 
Authority discuss the process for an ex-gratia payment to be made (to the 
complainants) in recognition of the 'unlawful' acts of Police Scotland staff". 
 
This is clearly a complex matter, and one which Police Scotland and the 
Scottish Police Authority remain fully committed to resolving and are jointly 
considering.  Please be assured that we have taken all necessary steps to 
ensure the complainants are fully updated with progress on this subject, 
including the provision of this letter. 
 
As I am sure you will understand, Police Scotland and the Scottish Police 
Authority must take full cognisance of the Scottish Public Finance Manual, the 
duties of the designated Accountable Officer, and legal frameworks when 
reaching a final decision on this matter. Further consideration is being given 
as to the basis on which any such payment might be made, including the 
matters of regularity, propriety and value for the public purse. 
 



Additionally, we have taken the opportunity to engage fully with internal 
auditors to ensure any actions are proportionate, legal and ultimately fair to 
those who have suffered. 
 
Taking the above into account, I remain fully committed to bringing this matter 
to a satisfactory conclusion as soon as is reasonably practical, and I am 
hopeful that an informed position will be conveyed to the complainers and 
their legal representatives within the next week to ten days. 
 
I will ensure the Sub-Committee is fully updated in this regard at the earliest 
opportunity. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Alan Speirs 
Assistant Chief Constable 
Professionalism and Assurance 
 
 


