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Dear Lord Justice Fulford 
 
Police Scotland’s former Counter Corruption Unit 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of the Scottish Parliament’s Justice Sub-Committee on 
Policing.  The Sub-Committee has been considering the reports from Durham 
Constabulary, Northumbria Police and the Police Service of Northern Ireland on the 
findings of their inquiries and investigations into Police Scotland’s former Counter 
Corruption Unit.  These reports were in response to the findings of the Interception 
of Communications Commissioner, the Rt. Hon Sir Stanley Burnton. 
 
On 25 November 2015, the Interception of Communications Commissioner released 
a statement following a review of conduct of Police Scotland. The review had been 
carried out in order to determine whether Police Scotland had contravened any 
aspect of the Acquisitions and Disclosure of Communications Data Code of Practice 
2015. Sir Stanley concluded that Police Scotland had contravened the Code of 
Practice in respect of 5 applications for communications data submitted by Police 
Scotland relating to one investigation and found that four individuals were adversely 
affected by these contraventions.  
 
He wrote to the individuals and provided them with sufficient information to enable 
them to engage the Investigatory Powers Tribunal (IPT) effectively should they wish 
to do so. As a result, six complainants engaged the Tribunal.  
 
The Tribunal ordered that an inquiry into the breach of guidelines by Police Scotland 
be conducted by a senior officer "from another police force in the United Kingdom 
other than Scotland, and without any previous relevant connection with Police 
Scotland". Durham Constabulary was asked by Police Scotland to undertake this 
task.   
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Durham Constabulary undertook the inquiry and the Police Service of Northern 
Ireland then undertook an investigation and found that there were no conduct 
issues.  The investigations into these matters have now concluded. 
 
The Sub-Committee took evidence from the Chief Constable of Durham 
Constabulary, Michael Barton, on 22 February.  One of the issues that was raised at 
that evidence session was Police Scotland’s intention to remove any material “that 
does not reflect the truth of the matters” related to the inquiry and investigations into 
the CCU from its databases within the coming weeks. Police Scotland’s view is that 
this approach fulfils the terms of the IPT judgement of 8 August 2016. 
 
The Sub-Committee understands that the IPT has written to at least one of the 
complainants to indicate that this approach would be in breach of its judgement. 
 
The Sub-Committee is to take evidence from Police Scotland on 15 March on this 
matter and it would be appreciated if you could clarify what oversight role, if any, 
you would have in this process to inform that evidence session. 
 
It would also be appreciated if you could confirm whether you have any inspections 
of Police Scotland’s Anti-Corruption Unit planned. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
John Finnie MSP 
Convener, Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 
 


