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Date: 17 May 2017 
 
Our Ref: DCCLP 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms Mary Fee MSP 
Convener,  
Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 
Room M1.12 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
 

  
 

Local Policing  
Police Scotland Headquarters 

Tulliallan Castle 
Kincardine 
FK10 4BE 

 
 

DCC.LocalPolicing@scotland.pnn.police.uk 
Twitter:@DCCFitzpatrick 

Dear Convener 
 
Independent Investigation by Durham Constabulary 
 
I write to update you on this matter and to inform you that, on Friday 12 May 2017, 
Police Scotland received a report from Durham Constabulary on its independent 
investigation into complaints made in respect of Regulation of Investigatory Powers 
Act (RIPA) procedures and associated matters.  This independent investigation was 
commissioned by the Chief Constable of Police Scotland and Durham Constabulary's 
report takes the form of a Non-Criminal Complaint Investigation Report.  The report is 
an important part of the statutory procedures for dealing with complaints against 
police in Scotland. 
 
The extensive Durham Constabulary report into these complex matters is now being 
very carefully considered by Police Scotland.  If necessary, we will refer back to 
Durham Constabulary on any points of clarification.  This will enable us, in the next 
important part of this process, to write in detail to each individual complainer to 
advise them of the independent findings into their complaints.  We will, in addition to 
advising them of the independent findings, also advise each of the complainers that 
they are entitled to request the Police and Investigations Review Commissioner 
(PIRC) to conduct a complaint handling review if they are dissatisfied with the 
investigation into their complaint(s).   
 
In addition to our responsibilities to each of the complainers, we must also determine 
whether there are any potential conduct-related matters pertaining to individual police 
officers which emerge from the independent investigation into these non-criminal 
complaints, and if so, how these are to be dealt with.  The Police (Scotland) Conduct 
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Regulations 2014 govern these processes and given the volume and complexity of 
the matters under consideration, this determination will take some time to progress.  
It is also the case that, in the interests of fairness and so as not to prejudice any 
future parts of the process, the Durham Constabulary report will not be made public 
at this time. 
 
Alongside these statutory processes, we are also committed to identifying 
organisational procedural learning and progressing this as part of our overall 
improvement action plan.  An important part of that learning will come from the 
conclusions of the separate independent review into the handling of complaints made 
against members of the Police Scotland Counter Corruption Unit.  This review was 
commissioned by the Chief Constable of Police Scotland from Northumbria Police 
and we will update you again when their report is received. 
 
Finally, I can confirm that of the 39 recommendations made by Her Majesty's 
Inspectorate of Constabulary (HMICS) relating to Police Scotland's Counter 
Corruption Unit and associated matters, 32 have now been discharged and progress 
(regularly reported to HMICS) continues towards completing the remaining seven 
recommendations. 
 
I hope that this update is helpful to you and to the Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 
and that you will appreciate why we are not currently in a position to give a public 
update, either in writing or in person, on these matters.  I will of course keep you 
updated as these matters progress. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Rose Fitzpatrick QPM 
Deputy Chief Constable  
Local Policing 
 


