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Justice Committee 
 

Remand 
 

Written submission from Victim Support Scotland 
 
1. As the largest charity supporting people affected by crime across Scotland 

through the provision of practical help, emotional support and essential 
information, Victim Support Scotland (VSS) welcomes the opportunity to assist 
the Justice Committee with their preparatory work exploring issues around the 
use of remand in Scotland. 
 

2. VSS supports remand frameworks that are effective in reducing reoffending. 
However, we believe respect for the rights of the accused must be harmonised 
against the need to protect the victims, witnesses, and their families, particularly 
where potentially high risk offenders are identified. 
 

3. We believe that cases should call at court as quickly as possible, ensuring faster 
resolution to the anxieties of victims and witnesses who often wait a considerable 
amount of time for their case to be heard. 
 

4. Statutory bodies should treat any breaches of bail conditions with swift and 
appropriate action that ensures safety. This will help provide reassurance to 
individual victims and their communities. 
 

5. Consideration should be given to any personal statement (or other information 
provided by the victim) to assess the impact of the alleged offence on the victim, 
witness, or family member. 
 

6. Police Scotland and the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) 
should notify the prison of any risk to victims or witnesses so that action can be 
taken by staff to restrict a defender’s communication (including via a third party) 
immediately on arrival in prison and throughout his/her time on remand until 
conviction or acquittal. Victims, witnesses and their families should not be 
contacted by prisoners detained in custody on remand where there is a risk of 
intimidation and in the event that contact is made, staff must take action to report 
this to the police to prevent any re-occurrence. Prisoner communications (access 
to phones etc.) should consider protection of victims, witnesses, their families, 
and the public. 
 

7. We are uneasy at the possibility that certain categories of victim might not be 
entitled to information on the alleged offender, particularly in circumstances 
where the accused is found guilty, but due to the time served on remand he/she 
is released after the trial. We require clarity from COPFS and its Victim 
Information and Advice (VIA) service on whether follow-up communication takes 
place in these circumstances and, if so, what form that correspondence takes. 
 

8. VSS believes that victims and their families should remain a key consideration 
and that this ethos should be carried into the work of all those individuals and 
groups involved in the remand process. 
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