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Justice Committee 
 

Remand 
 

Supplementary written submission from the Scottish Courts and Tribunals 
Service 

 
We thank you for the request by the Justice Committee for further data on remand 
in Scotland, to which I respond on behalf of the Scottish Courts and Tribunals 
Service (“the SCTS”).   
    
The response is submitted by the SCTS in fulfilment of its function to provide 
efficient and effective administration to the courts. 
 
We consider that for the purposes of a response to the three questions provided to 
the SCTS by the clerks to the committee the information might best be provided 
defined by proceedings type.  
 
I therefore attach Annexes A (solemn proceedings in the sheriff court) and B 
(summary proceedings in both sheriff and JP courts) relating to the period from 
2014-2017.  
 
Full data for the year 2017-2018 is not yet available as a number of the cases 
registered in that period have yet to be disposed of. In particular the police powers 
set out in part 1 of the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2016, which came into force 
on 25th January 2018, may affect the numbers of accused being remanded in 
custody however insufficient time has currently elapsed to identify what, if any, 
affect that has had. 
 
I have provided a short summary of the information for years 2014-2017 below 
which I trust is of assistance. 
 
We would ask the committee to note that the information provided relates to 
appearances in individual cases.  Accordingly, where an accused appears on a 
number of matters on any date and is remanded in custody, each matter is counted 
separately in the data. The actual number of individuals remanded may therefore 
differ from these figures.   
 
We would further ask the committee to note that the data provided relates to the 
number of accused who were remanded in custody following on a calling of a case. 
It therefore applies to both pre and post-conviction remand in custody.  
 
Given the time available it has not been possible to consider whether the data could 
be refined further nor has it yet been possible to obtain data in respect of solemn 
proceedings in the High Court of Justiciary.  
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Should the committee wish further information I would be happy to consider whether 
it would be possible to provide it at a later date. 
 
David Smith 
Deputy Head of Legislation Implementation Team  
17 April 2018 
 
Solemn Procedure – Sheriff Court 
 
Proportion of solemn criminal cases where an accused is remanded 
 
Annex A shows that the percentage of accused remanded in custody during solemn 
Indictment proceedings, averages 18.51% of the overall numbers of accused in 
solemn criminal proceedings (that are Indicted in the sheriff court)* over the 3 years 
of data. 
 
The figures vary by < 0.5% over the period. 
 
* Due to complex nature of solemn proceedings and the fact that a number of accused appearing 
on petition in the sheriff court will ultimately be dealt with in other ways including being indicted to 
the High Court of Justiciary, or prosecuted by way of summary proceedings, it has not possible to 
provide an accurate correlation between the number of accused originally appearing on petition 
and the number of accused being indicted in the sheriff court. The data provided relates to those 
accused who were indicted in the sheriff court and remanded at any stage of the indictment 
proceedings (it therefore does not cover those appearing on Indictment, who were remanded in 
custody at petition stage and a sentence was imposed at the first calling of the indictment). 

 
Proportion of those remanded where no conviction is recorded 
 
Of those remanded in custody an average of 13.83% of accused are not convicted 
on any charge. 
 
The figures vary by < 1.3% over the period. 
 
The figures include cases where the accused has pled not guilty (and that plea has 
been accepted by the prosecutor) and where the accused has been acquitted after 
trial. Additionally, those cases which have been deserted, but which may be re-
raised at a later date, are included. 
 
Proportion of those remanded and a sentence of detention is imposed 
 
An average of 71.1% of accused remanded in solemn proceedings are given a 
sentence of detention.  
 
The figures vary by < 1.2% over the period. 
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Summary Procedure – Sheriff Court 
 
Proportion of summary criminal cases where an accused is remanded 

 
Annex B shows that the percentage of accused remanded in custody, averages 
12.13% of the overall numbers of accused in summary criminal proceedings. 
The figures vary by < 1% over the period. 
 
Proportion of those remanded where no conviction is recorded 
 
Of those remanded in custody an average of 12.21% of accused were not convicted 
on any charge. 
 
The figures vary by < 2% over the period. 
 
The figures include data on those cases where the accused has pled not guilty (and 
that plea was accepted by the prosecutor) and where the accused was acquitted 
after trial. In addition it reflects those cases which were deserted, but which may be 
re-raised at a later date. 
 
Proportion of those remanded and a sentence of detention is imposed 
 
An average of 42.82% of accused remanded in summary proceedings are given a 
sentence of detention.  
 
The figures vary by < 1.3% over the period. 
 
Summary Procedure – Justice of the Peace Court 
 
Figures for the Justice of the Peace courts are given in Annex B however the  
number of accused remanded in custody in the JP courts was relatively small 
(maximum of 0.51% of the total number of accused proceeded against).  
 
Annexes A and B attached  
 



Annex A

Sheriff Court -  Solemn Indictments 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

(a) Indictments registered during period 6,920 6,460 5,899

(b) Related number of accused persons 12,292 11,587 10,575

In relation to indictments registered during period - number 

of accused persons with a status of 'Bail refused' or 

'Custody' at the end of any hearing during proceedings.

2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

(c)
Number of accused persons who have been remanded in 

custody at any stage of proceedings1  (c) = (e) + (g)
2,293 2,140 1,947

(d)

Percentage of accused persons who have been remanded in 

custody at any stage of proceedings (as proportion of 

registered accused persons)1,5  (d) = (c) / (b)

19% 18% 18%

(e)
Number of accused persons who submitted a Guilty Plea or 

were Found Guilty1,3 1,981 1,828 1,688

(f)

Percentage of accused persons who submitted a Guilty Plea 

or were Found Guilty (as proportion of those remanded in 

custody)1,3,5 (f) = (e) / (c)

86% 85% 87%

(g)
Number of accused persons who were disposed by any other 

verdict1,2 312 312 259

(h)

Percentage of accused persons who were disposed by any 

other verdict (as proportion of those remanded in 

custody)1,2,5  (h) = (g) / (c)

14% 15% 13%

(i)
Number of accused persons who received a custodial 

sentence1,3,4 1,615 1,531 1,389

(j)

Percentage of accused persons who received a custodial 

sentence (as proportion of those remanded in custody)1,3,4,5 

(j) = (i) / (c)

70% 72% 71%

1. Accused with a Solemn Indictment registered in the period shown.

2.  Where all charges have been disposed of by way of one of the following verdicts:

Acquitted

Accepted Not Guilty

Deserted Simpliciter

Deserted pro loco et tempore

Dismissed

Found Not Guilty

Found Not Proven.

3. Where an accused person has a status of 'Bail refused' or 'Custody' at the end of any hearing and the accused person has been found or plead guilty on any 

charge.

4. An accused person can have multiple disposals e.g. Imprisonment and a Fine. 

5. Percentages should be used as a guide only.

The Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service uses a live operational case management system for the processing of court business. The information held on the 

system is structured for these operational needs, rather than for statistical reporting or research purposes. The information provided is based on the best 

information available from the case management system as at 15/3/18. Data produced by the SCTS Management Information Analysis Team. 

 



Annex B

Sheriff Court - Summary Accused 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 JP Court - Summary Accused 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

(a) Complaints registered during period 71,350 72,242 70,717 (a) Complaints registered during period 66,819 54,856 41,402

(b) Related number of accused persons1 77,080 78,110 75,910 (b) Related number of accused persons1 69,333 57,184 42,987

In relation to complaints registered during period - number 

of accused persons with a status of 'Bail refused' or 

'Custody' at the end of any hearing during proceedings.

2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

In relation to complaints registered during period - number 

of accused persons with a status of 'Bail refused' or 

'Custody' at the end of any hearing during proceedings.

2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

(c)
Number of accused persons who have been remanded in 

custody at any stage of proceedings1  (c) = (e) + (g)
9,730 9,455 8,866 (c)

Number of accused persons who have been remanded in 

custody at any stage of proceedings1  (c) = (e) + (g)
353 229 194

(d)

Percentage of accused persons who have been remanded in 

custody at any stage of proceedings (as proportion of 

registered accused persons)1,5  (d) = (c) / (b)

13% 12% 12% (d)

Percentage of accused persons who have been remanded in 

custody at any stage of proceedings (as proportion of 

registered accused persons)1,5  (d) = (c) / (b)

0.5% 0.4% 0.5%

(e)
Number of accused persons who submitted a Guilty Plea or 

were Found Guilty1,3 8,490 8,233 7,894 (e)
Number of accused persons who submitted a Guilty Plea or 

were Found Guilty1,3 299 195 160 

(f)

Percentage of accused persons who submitted a Guilty Plea or 

were Found Guilty (as proportion of those remanded in 

custody)1,3,5 (f) = (e) / (c)

87% 87% 89% (f)

Percentage of accused persons who submitted a Guilty Plea 

or were Found Guilty (as proportion of those remanded in 

custody)1,3,5 (f) = (e) / (c)

85% 85% 82%

(g)
Number of accused persons who were disposed by any other 

verdict1,2 1,240 1,222 972 (g)
Number of accused persons who were disposed by any other 

verdict1,2 54 34 34

(h)

Percentage of accused persons who were disposed by any 

other verdict (as proportion of those remanded in custody)1,2,5  

(h) = (g) / (c)

13% 13% 11% (h)

Percentage of accused persons who were disposed by any 

other verdict (as proportion of those remanded in 

custody)1,2,5  (h) = (g) / (c)

15% 15% 18%

(i)
Number of accused persons who received a custodial 

sentence1,3,4 4,227 4,045 3,743 (i)
Number of accused persons who received a custodial 

sentence1,3,4 63 45 21

(j)

Percentage of accused persons who received a custodial 

sentence (as proportion of those remanded in custody)1,3,4,5 (j) 

= (i) / (c)

43% 43% 42% (j)

Percentage of accused persons who received a custodial 

sentence (as proportion of those remanded in custody)1,3,4,5 

(j) = (i) / (c)

18% 20% 11%

 

1. Accused with a summary complaint registered in the period shown.

2. Where all charges have been disposed of by way of one of the following verdicts:

Acquitted

Accepted Not Guilty

Deserted Simpliciter

Deserted pro loco et tempore

Dismissed

Found Not Guilty

Found Not Proven.

3. Where an accused person has a status of 'Bail refused' or 'Custody' at the end of any hearing and the accused person has been found or plead guilty on any charge.

4. An accused person can have multiple disposals e.g. Imprisonment and a Fine. 

5. Percentages should be used as a guide only.

The Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service uses a live operational case management system for the processing of court business. The information held on the system is structured for these operational needs, rather than 

for statistical reporting or research purposes. The information provided is based on the best information available from the case management system as at 15/3/18. Data produced by the SCTS Management Information 

Analysis Team. 
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