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Dear Mr Crichton, 
 
Covid-19 oversight 
 
I write to request information on the Scottish Police Authority’s (SPA) oversight of 
policing during the Covid-19 pandemic. It would be appreciated if you would provide 
details on some specific areas to assist the Justice Committee in its scrutiny of 
policing at this time.  
 
The Committee welcomes Police Scotland’s decision to publish a weekly bulletin to 
provide Covid-19 related police data. The first bulletin contains data from 19 March to 
29 April 2020 and indicates that there are currently over 1,000 ‘Active Covid-19 
Absences’ of police officers and staff. Whilst absence rates generally appear to be 
reducing, this high number of coronavirus related absences is a cause for concern. 
 
Would you please provide details of the SPA’s oversight of the impact of the level of 
absences on Police Scotland’s ability to keep communities safe? This includes, in 
particular, any assessment undertaken of where the absences are located in Scotland 
(by police division) and the impact on local policing in those areas. 
 
The bulletin also indicates that 832 Covid-19 screening tests have been arranged for 
police officers and staff but does not contain data on the number of tests actually 
carried out, which would be more appropriate. Please confirm whether the SPA 
receives data on the number of tests carried out and, if so, whether this data will be 
included in future bulletins. 
 
The Committee welcomes confirmation from the Minister for Community Safety on 12 
May “that there is no barrier to accessing testing for police officers or staff”. The 
Minister explained to Parliament that any Police Scotland officer or member of staff 
who is concerned after having a Covid-19 interaction can speak to Police Scotland’s 
human resources department and access a test, even if they are not symptomatic.   

https://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/covid-19-bulletins
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This request will be risk assessed and a decision will be made about whether testing 
is appropriate for that individual. 
 
Would you please provide details of the SPA’s current oversight of testing, and 
planned oversight of requests by police officers and staff for tests and the number of 
requests which are accepted or denied? Would you also confirm who is to carry out 
the assessment of whether a test for an individual is appropriate, the criteria to be 
applied, and whether the number of tests available will be a consideration. 
 
The bulletin provides helpful data on enforcement. Police Scotland has discretion in 
applying a range of enforcement measures available to them. Police Scotland is 
committed to policing by consent, adopting the approach to engage, explain, 
encourage and enforce. 
 
The Committee is aware that the Scottish Police Federation (SPF) is calling for 
anyone using coronavirus as a weapon to be remanded in custody automatically. 
Would you please provide details of the SPA’s oversight of Police Scotland’s 
enforcement during Covid-19, including any scrutiny of the SPF’s proposal? 
 
Finally, the Committee would appreciate details of the SPA’s oversight and 
assessment of the potential impact on Police Scotland of the recent easing of Covid-
19 restrictions in England. In particular, policing the quarantine of people for 14 days 
who have travelled to Scotland by air, and policing those who travel to Scotland by 
any other mode of transport. What role does the SPA expect Police Scotland to play 
in enforcing any of these matters? 
 
A response as soon as practically possible would be appreciated. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
Margaret Mitchell MSP 
Convener, Justice Committee 
 
 
 
 


