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Dear Mr Crichton, 
 
COVID 19 oversight 
 
Thank you for your letter of 17 April outlining the Scottish Police Authority’s (SPA) 
oversight of the policing approach to COVID-19 and for the details of the independent 
review of Police Scotland’s use of new police powers. 
 
The need for public scrutiny and oversight at this time is essential. This includes, in 
particular, independent scrutiny of how Police Scotland is implementing the new 
police powers. The Committee therefore welcomes the SPA’s approach of providing 
proactive updates to the Committee on its oversight arrangements.  
 
The Committee notes that the previous two SPA Board meetings, on 25 March and 
30 April, have both been by teleconference. On the 25 March the SPA indicated that 
“For the foreseeable future, all essential business of the Authority or its committees 
will be conducted via video or telephone conference with participating members and 
senior officers dialling in from various locations. As a result, there will be no facilities 
for stakeholders or members of the public to attend and observe Authority or 
committee meetings”.  
 
Whilst Members fully appreciate there will be initial technical challenges in setting up 
videoconferences which can be broadcast, nonetheless we consider these necessary 
for the public and others to see the work of the SPA. 
 
Would you please confirm why video conference facilities have not yet been used for 
SPA Board meetings?  The Committee understands that future SPA Board meetings 
are to be streamed live by video conference, it would be helpful if you could confirm 
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that is the case.  Would you also please confirm the number of committee meetings 
that have been held in public or in private during the COVID-19 pandemic? 
 
In your letter you refer to the establishment of the Independent Advisory Group set 
up to look at Police Scotland’s use of the new emergency powers to tackle the 
coronavirus. The Committee understands that the Group is to report to the Chief 
Constable.  
 
The Committee accepts that the Chief Constable is free to make his own 
arrangements and seek advice from whom he wishes. However, the role of oversight 
of the police in normal times and their use of the new powers during the COVID-19 
public health emergency is for the SPA. Hence there is a danger of duplication and 
confusion between the SPA’s role and that of the Independent Advisory Group. There 
are also potential issues about lines of accountability given this Group was set up by 
the Chief Constable and it reports to him, not the SPA. 
 
Would you confirm therefore how the independent oversight that the SPA is to 
undertake of Police Scotland’s use of the new emergency powers to tackle the 
coronavirus will continue and the information that will be provided to the Scottish 
Parliament in that regard? Also, what is your expectation of the work of the 
Independent Advisory Group and its reports? For example, will these be sent to the 
SPA, will these be publicly available etc? 
 
A response before the next meeting of the SPA, scheduled for 20 May, would be very 
much appreciated. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
Margaret Mitchell MSP 
Convener, Justice Committee 
 


