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Mr Lewis MacDonald 
Convener Health and Sport Committee 
T3.60 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Dear Mr MacDonald 

RE:  Petition PE1568 

Submission from The Friends of the Centre for Integrative Care to Health and Sport 
Committee regarding PEO1568 by Catherine Hughes on “Funding, access and promotion of 
the NHS Centre for Integrative Care” 

I write to the committee today on the subject of the petition PE1568.  This is a matter of great 
importance to all membership within ‘The Friends of the Centre for Integrative Care, Glasgow’ 
charity.  Unfortunately, due to the short notice I was given I will not be able to attend the committee 
meeting on Tuesday 19th of February 2019 as a representative and the Chair of the ‘Friends’.  I 
therefore felt it appropriate to put the views on the petition into writing.  

The ‘Friends’ note that this petition has been open for a number of years now.  It further notes that 
the progress has been at times slow and changes that have occurred over this time have had major 
impact on patients who need this type of service.  It would therefore appear that this petition remains 
of vital importance and the wider issue resulting from the changes affected by cuts at the Centre for 
Integrative care need further and more detailed investigations. 

The ‘Friends’ Charity recognise the financial challenges of delivering robust health and social care 
and the competing agendas to deliver sustainable outcomes.  According to the positive feedback 
we receive from patients, ‘The Friends’ know that the Centre for Integrative Care provides clear 
positive clinical and social outcomes.  We would therefore like to work in partnership with the 
government to address complementary options to support the financial package for the Centre for 
Integrative Care.  This would however require some commitment to the ringfencing of the current 
financial envelope and a pledge to continue, and where possible, grow the current staffing 
establishment and services provided.   

The ’Friends’ therefore urge the committee to keep this petition open and allow time for continuing 
correspondence and investigation to take place.  This should include taking further evidence on the 
impact on patients since the inpatient facility was cut.  Equally important would be providing a 
reassurance and commitment to the current outpatient facility.   
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Alongside this commitment ‘The Friends of the Centre for Integrative Care, Glasgow’ would be 
happy to work with the government to explore other potential options for financing such a valued 
service for patients and working to make this service delivery model, in part, self-sustainable and a 
centre of excellence for the whole of Scotland.   

In conclusion, ‘The Friends’ membership would like to emphasise that the centre is not solely a 
‘homeopathic’ treatment centre often muted from a few educated but often misinformed individuals.  
‘The Friends’ would suggest that the focus on homeopathy appears to be led by those in positions 
of authority who mean to discredit it as a public funded treatment option and demean the work done 
by the Centre itself in doing so.  The service provision of the Centre in fact provides a number of 
service options and uses a unique blend of healing orientated and person centred therapies to 
support people to self-manage and live well, rather than merely exist, with a wide range of long-term 
conditions. The Centre therefore has become a “lifeline” and “only hope” for many of us.  The fact 
that the lack of evidence for homeopathy seems to be the main reason for making cuts to this service 
only emphasises the lack of real understanding around the forefront work and benefits this service 
provides.  ‘The Friends’ therefore suggest that this further highlights the need for this petition to 
continue until further investigation, consultation and understanding of the real and tangible service 
benefits with patients occurs.  

As a representative of the ‘The Friends of the Centre for Integrative Care, Glasgow’ I do hope that 
this meets with your favourable consideration and that the committee consider all factors before 
closing the petition down.  I further hope for additional consideration on a wider consultation with 
the patients who use this service and who can provide you with the real and lived evidence of the 
benefits and cost savings this service provides to Glasgow and Scotland.   

Yours sincerely 

Dr. Rona Agnew (RN, PhD, MSc, BSc) 
Chair of Friends CIC Glasgow 


