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Impact of leaving the European Union on health and social care in Scotland – Call for views 

Response from the General Dental Council – 25 January 2018 

The General Dental Council (GDC) is the UK-wide statutory regulator of over 105,000 members of 

the dental team, including approximately 40,000 dentists and 65,000 dental care professionals 

(DCPs) (clinical dental technicians, dental hygienists, dental nurses, dental technicians, dental 

therapists and orthodontic therapists). 

As the Committee’s questions suggest, one impact of leaving the European Union is likely to be in 

matters relating to workforce.  We recognise that consideration of any dependency there may be 

within the workforce upon professionals qualified in Europe, and who are able to have those 

qualifications recognised under relevant mechanisms, will be central to the committee’s thinking.  

The General Dental Council is not responsible for workforce planning but we make registration data 

available to those bodies that have this responsibility in the four nations of the United Kingdom. 

Examples of information are contained in the section headed “Data”   

What we do: 

Our primary purpose is to protect patient safety and maintain public confidence in dental services. 

To achieve this, we register qualified dental professionals, set standards of dental practice, 

investigate complaints about dental professionals' fitness to practise, and work to ensure the quality 

of dental education. 

We are also the UK competent authority under the Recognition of Professional Qualifications (RPQ) 

Directive responsible for recognising European qualifications of members of the professions we 

regulate.   

Dentists, being members of a statutory profession regulated in all member states are predominantly 

managed under the automatic recognition systems whilst all dental care professionals and a small 

number of dentists (who do not enjoy automatic recognition but have European rights) have their 

qualifications assessed under the general systems regime. 

Data 

As a result, more dentists than DCPs access our registers: normally, approximately 16% of the dentist 

register is European-qualified whereas less than 1% of the DCP register is European-qualified. 

In recent years, whilst not subject to the dramatic shifts some of our fellow health care regulators 

have experienced upon the introduction of language controls or post the EU-exit referendum, the 

numbers of European-qualified successful applicants to the dentists register have overall been in 

decline. 

Numbers of new EEA-qualified entrants onto the dental register 2012–2016 
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For interest and relevance, we also include a table of current registrants with a registered address in 

Scotland broken down by origin of qualification: UK, EEA and “rest of the world”:  

 
(Accurate November 2017) 

The Directive’s systems do, of course, have several benefits for patients including allowing skilled 

dental professionals to access registers and to deliver services within recognised timeframes and 

with a reduced administrative burden. In addition, we consider that the new alert mechanism 

arrangements requiring the pro-active sharing of information about dental professionals who have 

been subject to a sanction has been a major step forward. 

Ongoing activity 

We are monitoring the situation closely together with other regulators, working with the UK 

government and their counterparts in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland to review the impact of 

developments and, as previously indicated, to supply data from our registers upon request. 

 

 


