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1) How could the potential risks of Brexit for health and social care in Scotland be mitigated?  

As many of the EU’s laws in relation to regulatory continuity for health and social care, have 
been transposed into UK law, there has been mitigation of some of the potential risks 
around Brexit for health and social care.  That said, there is a general risk around funding of 
public services (due to possible economic challenges arising from Brexit) which has not yet 
been fully addressed as well as that around immigration and the welcoming of a diverse 
workforce into the health and social care arena.  There are further risks around obtaining EU 
funding for medical and related research together with the loss of membership in relation to 
European regulators.  Again, these areas have yet to be fully explored, making mitigation 
difficult.  In relation to potential impact on the pound sterling and current contract 
frameworks, increased use of pre-existing national procurement frameworks by additional 
public sector partners may assist in mitigating further financial impact on the health and 
social care arena. 

2) How could the potential benefits of Brexit for health and social care in Scotland be 
realised?  

It is difficult with such uncertainty to be clear on the benefits of Brexit, however there is a 
possibility that no longer being directly tied to some limited EU rules may be of benefit.  
Further, new markets for certain regulated products (for example blood or tissues) may 
arise as well as the possibility as increasing influence in relation to the setting of 
international standards. 

3) In what ways could future trade agreements impact on health and social care in Scotland?  

It is difficult to say without further information as to the areas those future trade 
agreements cover, however current trade agreements may be restricted in their scope and, 
due to the possible impact on the pound sterling, this could have impact for health and 
social care budgets. 

4) The Joint Ministerial Committee (EU Negotiations) has agreed a definition and principles 
to shape discussions within the UK on common frameworks including enabling the 
functioning of the UK internal market.  What implications might this have for health and 
social care in Scotland and what are your views on how these common frameworks are 
agreed and governed? 

Having referred to the Joint Ministerial Committee (EU Negotiations)’s communiqué of 16 

October 2017, at this time, the definitions and principles mentioned are too high level to 

explicitly determine how they will impact on health and social care. 


