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16 January 2018 

Dear Cabinet Secretary 

Budget scrutiny 2019-20 

Thank you for providing oral evidence on the 2019-20 Scottish Government Budget 
at the Health and Sport Committee’s meeting on 15 January 2019. 

I indicated at the end of the session that I would write to you to request further 
information on a range of issues raised during the meeting and a number of other 
areas relating to the budget to inform our scrutiny. 

You indicated during the evidence session that you would be able to provide further 
information on Project Lift – National Leadership and Management Platform.  

During the course of the meeting you provided some examples of Nursing Directors 
and Finance Directors working across more than one NHS board or jointly for a 
health board and a local authority. It would be helpful to have a comprehensive list of 
all NHS directors currently working in this way and the reasons for this approach in 
each instance.  

You indicated that you would be content for the monthly financial position of NHS 
Scotland boards to also indicate where individual boards are on the NHS Board 
Performance Escalation Framework in respect of financial performance. It would be 
helpful in your response if you could confirm whether the next monthly financial 
information will include this information. You also offered to provide further details on 
the Escalation Framework itself.  

We also discussed NHS Lothian’s performance with regard to delayed discharge. It 
would be helpful if you could provide further information on the board’s recent 
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performance as you indicated this had improved. It would be helpful to receive 
further information on the reasons for this improvement and your expectations for the 
level of improvement you expect NHS Lothian and the relevant integration authorities 
to achieve in the next financial year.  

You provided further information on the review of integration being undertaken by the 
Ministerial Strategic Group for Health and Community Care. You indicated that the 
review group’s recommendations and the MSG group’s views would be shared with 
the Committee before February recess. We would welcome the opportunity to 
discuss these findings with you post publication.  

We would therefore like to invite you to provide oral evidence to the Committee on 
the MSG review of integration at its meeting on the morning of Tuesday 19 February. 
To inform our scrutiny it would be helpful if the information on the review group’s 
recommendations and the MSG group’s views could be received by Monday 4 
February. It would be helpful in response to this letter if you could indicate that you 
are content we invite COSLA to take part in the same evidence session and that you 
are available to attend this evidence session.  

There was also a range of issues which we did not have an opportunity to cover at 
the session that it would be helpful for you to respond on: 

Mental Health funding 

 

• What is the Scottish Government’s estimate of expenditure on mental health 
services so far during this Parliamentary session?  
 

• Given the apparent difficulties in measuring total expenditure in this area, how 
is the Scottish Government monitoring performance against this target? 
 

• When does the Scottish Government expect to be able to provide estimates 
for 2018-19 of mental health expenditure by IAs? 
 

• What progress has been made in the appointment of an additional 800 mental 
health workers? 
 

• How is the effectiveness of additional mental health spend being assessed? 
   

Alcohol and Drug Partnerships 
 

• When will information on IA expenditure on ADPs in 2018-19 be provided?  Is 
the Scottish Government confident that the additional £20m allocated for 
2018-19 has been spent? 
 

• When will decisions be made on the allocation of the 2019-20 funding for 
ADPs? 
 

• Why did the Scottish Government choose to freeze its budget for alcohol and 
drug services in 2019-20? 



 

• How is the effectiveness of additional spend on alcohol and drug services 
being assessed? 
 
 

Sport  
 

• What expectations are there regarding the additional funds awarded to 
sportscotland to address childhood obesity?  
 

• Whether the Scottish Government was required to mitigate any impact from 
reduced lottery income in 2018-19 and – if so – to what extent?  Where will 
this funding come from, if required? 
 
 

Performance frameworks  
 

• In what areas and ways does the Scottish Government want to see progress 
measured in future? 

• What developments are likely to follow from the Burns Review?  

To inform the Committee’s contribution to the Pre-stage 1 Budget Debate it would be 
much appreciated if a response could be provided by 5pm Tuesday 22 January.  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Lewis Macdonald 

Convener, Health and Sport Committee  

 
 


