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5 December 2017 

 

Dear Aileen Campbell and Maree Todd  
 
PVG SCHEME  
I understand you were copied into recent correspondence the Health and Sport Committee 
received from Lorna Gibbs on behalf of the National Partners Safeguarding in Sport Group 
(NPSSG). Ms Gibbs was responding to questions the Committee had raised with the Group 
regarding the current operation of the PVG scheme.  
 
We are writing to you as we believe the response from this Group provides further support 
to the concerns we expressed in our Child Protection in Sport Report regarding the current 
operation of the PVG Scheme. We wish to seek assurances the specific issues it raises are 
being considering in the context of the Scottish Government review of the PVG Scheme. 
We also wish to ask whether in light of the information the Group has provided there are 
steps that can be taken now to ensure the current scheme is as robust as possible before a 
revised scheme is implemented by 2019. 
 
Our questions to the NPSSG arose from evidence we received of the near doubling in 
submitted PVG applications by registered bodies enrolling with VSDS in 2017 in 
comparison to the same period in 2016.  
 
The NPSSG in its response to our question “What do you believe are the reasons for the 
increase in PVG applications?” listed one of the reasons as “Increased awareness of PVG 
and regulated work”. We believe this response suggests there may have been instance 
where volunteers who should have been subject to PVG checks had not been registered 
perhaps because they had been unaware of the scheme and who it applied to. This would 
seem to reinforce concerns we raised in our report regarding the lack of understanding 
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regarding the definition of regulated work and that the current system may not be achieving 
its aim of preventing unsuitable people from doing regulated work.  
 
The Scottish Government response to the Committee’s Child Protection in Sport Report 
committed to considering these issues as part of the review of the PVG Scheme, which we 
welcome. The Scottish Government responses also stated “We are confident that the PVG 
Scheme at it presently operates is fit for purpose and sufficient until a revised system is put 
in place.” Given this information on increases in PVG applications in the last year does the 
Scottish Government continue to retain its confidence in the current scheme? Are there any 
further steps that need to be taken now to ensure sufficient safeguards are in place before 
the revised PVG system can be implemented? Does the Scottish Government agree 
consideration needs to be given to assessing how many volunteers and staff should 
currently be in the scheme to identify whether there are any gaps between those who 
should be in the system and the numbers applying to be members of the PVG Scheme?  
 
A response to these issues by Wednesday 20 December would be much appreciated. 
 
I am copying this letter to the National Partners Safeguarding in Sport Group. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
Neil Findlay MSP 
Convener of the Health and Sport Committee 
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