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CALL FOR EVIDENCE: UK WITHDRAWAL FROM THE EUROPEAN UNION 
(LEGAL CONTINUITY) (SCOTLAND) BILL 

 
The Scottish Government introduced the UK Withdrawal from the European Union 
(Legal Continuity) (Scotland) Bill on 27 February 2018. The Parliament has agreed 
that the Bill is treated as an Emergency Bill which means that all three stages will be 
taken by the Parliament.  Stage 1 will be debated by the Parliament on 7 March and 
Stage 2 will be taken on 13 March and Stage 3 on 21 March.  The Finance and 
Constitution Committee has agreed to issue this call for evidence to help inform the 
Parliament’s consideration of the Bill.  The Committee will also hear oral evidence at 
its meeting on 7 March and may then agree to take further oral evidence.        
 
The Scottish Government state in the policy memorandum that the purpose of the 
Bill “is to ensure that Scotland’s devolved laws can be prepared for the effects of UK 
withdrawal even if it is not possible to rely”1 on the European Union (Withdrawal) Bill.  
The Bill seeks to achieve three objectives in order to ensure the legal continuity of 
devolved legislation following the exit of the UK from the European Union.  These 
are: 

 

 save all domestic devolved law that relates to the EU and separately 
incorporates devolved EU law that is directly applicable into domestic law; 
 

 give Scottish Ministers the powers needed to ensure that devolved law that is 
saved or incorporated into domestic law continues to operate effectively after 
the UK has left the EU; and 

 

 give Scottish Ministers the power to, where appropriate, ensure that 
Scotland’s laws keep pace with developments in EU law.2 

 
The Scottish Government’s statement on legislative competence states that the Bill 
would be in the legislative competence of the Scottish Parliament.  The Lord 
Advocate states that “the Bill has been carefully framed so that it does not do 
anything or enable anything to be done, while the UK remains a member of the EU, 
which would be incompatible with EU law.”3  The Presiding Officer’s statement on 
legislative competence states that  “I have therefore concluded that provisions of the 
Bill whose effect is postponed by section 1(2) to ensure compatibility with EU law as 
required under section 29(2)(d) of the Scotland Act 1998 would not be within the 
legislative competence of the Parliament.”4    
 
In order to inform the Committee’s scrutiny of the Bill and inform wider Parliamentary 
debate on the Bill, the Committee would welcome written submissions dealing with 
the content of, and issues raised, by the Bill. 

                                            
1
 Policy Memorandum, p.2 

2
 Policy Memorandum to the Bill, p.6 

3
 http://www.parliament.scot/S5ChamberOffice/WA20180227.pdf 
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The Bill, and its accompanying documents, can be accessed at: 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/107725.aspx 
 
How to submit your evidence 
 
The closing date for responses is Thursday 15 March 2018. 
 
All responses should be sent electronically (in Word format – no confirmatory hard 
copy required) to finance.committee@parliament.scot. Written responses will be 
handled in accordance with the Parliament’s policy for handling written evidence 
received in response to calls for evidence. All written evidence received may be 
published by the Parliament and will be treated as a public document. If you wish to 
submit evidence in confidence or anonymously please read the policy at the link 
above.  
 
Contact 
 
Should you require alternative formats of this information or further assistance in 
making a written submission to the Committee, please do not hesitate to contact the 
clerking team of the Committee via the email address above or by telephone on 
0131 348 5205. 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/107725.aspx
http://committees/s5FI/CtteeMgt/Meetings/2016/2nd%20meeting%202016,%2029%20June%202016/finance.committee@parliament.scot
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/help/31037.aspx

