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CULTURE, TOURISM, EUROPE AND EXTERNAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

CALL FOR VIEWS ON THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON SCOTLAND’S CULTURE 
AND TOURISM SECTORS 

SUBMISSION FROM THE GLASGOW BARONS 

The Glasgow Barons are a regeneration orchestra, serving the needs of Govan. I 
tailor all our concerts and music projects to the profiles of Govan’s venues and the 
needs of our diverse communities. We also perform elsewhere, such as St Magnus 
International Festival. 
 
To summarise impact: 
 

• Our concerts attract a broad range of people locally and across greater 
Glasgow at rock bottom prices to maximises access in this area of deep 
multiple deprivation. Sometimes, music divides people, so we create 
opportunities for diverse audiences to come together for the music itself, and 
not as a marketing tool to sell alcohol, a belief system or a football team. Our 
concerts intend to amplify the strengths of Govan’s heritage venues and build 
new narratives. These benefits are suspended. 

• Our mainly classical professional musicians need to be close together to work 
properly. This can no longer happen and many, including myself, fear we’ll 
lose our highly tuned team skills over time. Technology cannot replace this 
and internet latency precludes live ensemble work online. 

• 80% of our players are in the first 10 years of their careers, and COVID-19 
plus BREXIT will likely see many give up. Sustaining such a highly skilled 
cultural career under these circumstances is very difficult. 

•  Our award-winning Musicians in Exile for asylum seeking and refugee 
musicians now successfully work online work to sustain each other. I tackle 
individuals’ internet poverty by topping up pay-as-you-go mobiles remotely. As 
one clearly, but not legally vulnerable group, Musicians in Exile hope for the 
day when we can work together in person again. Music is an important part of 
this group’s mental health strategy. The benefits from our local gigs, giving 
back music to host communities, are suspended. 

• Our Food of Love Gigs are starting to happen in weekday locations around 
Govan where Salvation Army, Govan Housing Association, Unlock 
Employment, Make Do and Grow and Govan Youth Information Project 
distribute free food, sanitary products, toys and services. Here, solo musicians 
who don’t blow or sing i.e. strings, accordion, percussion, guitar, wear face 
masks with 2m social distancing chalked round them on the pavement, 
monitored by me and Govan Housing Association staff. These small gestures 
are part of a larger emergency mental health approach for Govan, as many 
vulnerable residents struggle with lockdown. 
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• Aside from my above reservations, I’m sceptical about wholesale delivery of 
culture online because of: 
 
1. internet poverty 
2. disabled people’s compromised access because of less access to carers 
3. elderly people preferring not to deal with the hurdles of internet access and 

choosing more traditional media. 
4. the amount of time we now spend in front of work screens and our need to 

escape this for our entertainment. I’ve heard this time and time again from 
our membership. 

5. As an immediate response, Sunny Govan FM broadcasts my weekly 
show, Quarantine Classics, with classical music and latest local info as 
part of a larger offering of volunteer DJs all producing content from home 
to keep people entertained and informed. The station’s listenership has 
exponentially grown since lockdown. 

 
Paul MacAlindin 
Artistic Director 
 

 

 

 


