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CULTURE, TOURISM, EUROPE AND EXTERNAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

UEFA European Championship (Scotland) Bill 

SUBMISSION FROM Community Councillors Chris Carus and Alex Miller, Mount 
Florida Community Council

Report on the Consultation 

The short consultation period denied the Community Council an opportunity to discuss the 

Bill in its monthly meeting. This response is therefore given by two Community Councillors 

who are members of Mount Florida Community Council. 

Imbalance between local costs and national benefit 

We ask that ministers be mindful that while the greatest economic benefits of past major 

Hampden events have been gained elsewhere in Scotland (e.g. hotels in the city centre), 

the greatest negative impacts of disruption have been felt by residents and businesses 

closest to the stadium.  

During major events, residents cannot take visitors or deliveries because of traffic, parking 

restrictions and because access to public transport is all but impractical due to crowds. 

Residents have difficulty accessing local businesses. Residents must also endure illegal 

parking, unsafe driving, extreme pollution levels and litter deposited in streets and front 

gardens. 

Many local businesses close on event days to avoid the risks of damage and to security. 

In this context, we ask for careful consideration to minimise the imbalance between local 

costs and national benefit for the 2020 European Championships. 

Definition of ‘Event Zone’ 

Our focus is on the impact on residents in the very local area of Mount Florida and west 

Kings Park. Our ability to comment on the Bill is hampered by the lack of a definition of the 

Hampden ‘event zone’. The event zone boundary should be made clear and the distinction 

if any between it and the security cordon should be also be specified. Without knowing 

what the boundary of the event zone, further comment on the Bill must be generalised. 

We request that the Event Zone does not negatively impact the operation and commercial 

viability of existing businesses in the area of Hampden, including but not limited to those on 

Cathcart Road, Cumming Drive, Browlie Street, Hampden Drive, Carmunnock Road, 

McLennan Street, Aikenhead Road, Kings Park Road and Cordiner Street. 
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Negative impact on local business 

The Bill should not prevent established local businesses from gaining some profitable 

advantage from their proximity to the stadium – for example selling event-related products 

and services either within and/or immediately outside their existing premises. Also, the Bill 

should not prevent established local businesses from advertising such products or services 

in their windows, or immediately outside their premises. This is important to the making of 

regulations and to the definition of the Hampden event zone. 

The small independent auto repair shops on Brownlie Street and at 1121 Cathcart Road 

were effectively put out of business by the security cordon for the duration of the 

Commonwealth Games, and ministers should take care to prevent recurrence. 

Enforcement 

We are concerned at the wide-ranging powers proposed to be available to enforcement 

officers. Provisions for searching persons, vehicles, homes and premises, in some cases 

without a warrant, and using ‘reasonable force’ are out of proportion to the purposes of 

revenue and brand protection for UEFA, a corporate body.  These provisions should be 

removed from the Bill.  

Second, provision for the training and qualification of enforcement officers should be added 

to the Bill. Without any minimum standard of qualification of training, we are concerned that 

the powers, which are comparable with those available to a fully-trained police officer, may 

be abused. This risk is elevated by the lack of enforcement precedents to which officers 

may refer. 

Third, we request that enforcement of the controls on advertising and ticket touting should 

not detract from policing of traffic, parking, anti-social behaviour, nor the facilitation of 

efficient access to, and egress from the stadium. To this end, it should be made clear in the 

bill that designated enforcement officers will not have recourse to support from police 

officers nor public authority officers (such as parking enforcement officers) neither 

immediately before or after, nor during the events. 

Regulation-Making Powers 

The Bill as proposed neglects to require consultation of the local community or local 

business or their representatives in making regulations (section 32, 1). This should be 

corrected. Ministers should be required to consult local community and business 

representatives. 

Ministers should note that there is no direct representation of the local community in the 

‘Local Organising Committee’. 




