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Joan McAlpine MSP 

Convenor 

Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee 

The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 

EH99 1SP 

Dear Ms McAlpine, 

Thank you for your letter of the 21 May.  We were grateful for the opportunity to provide evidence 

to the Committee on the 16 May. We followed the subsequent evidence session with interest and as 

well as responding to the specific points in your letter, I have taken the opportunity to put on record 

two additional points in response to some of evidence put forward by the representatives from the 

commercial radio sector. 

Small-scale DAB 

As you recognise, the biggest challenges for bringing DAB to rural and remote areas are technical 

and economic. Signal strengths in more remote areas are often low due to the distance to the 

nearest transmitter, which are normally built closer to large population centres. Traditional large 

transmitters are expensive, and it has not been economically viable to build them in many sparsely 

populated areas.  

Small-scale DAB has in contrast been designed around low-cost technology aimed at smaller 

communities, and therefore presents an opportunity for transmitters to be built in areas where it 

has not previously been economic to do so.  

Ofcom’s 2019/20 Annual Plan commits us – during the second half of the reporting year and subject 

to the UK Government’s laying of relevant secondary legislation in the UK Parliament – to consulting 

on a proposed licensing framework for small scale DAB, including licence conditions, licence award 

processes and a frequency plan, to support a first round of licensing of small-scale multiplexes. 

When we commence licensing small-scale DAB services, hopefully from next year, it will be possible 

for transmitters to be built within rural and remote communities, these providing adequate signal 

levels at a much lower cost than was previously the case. 

Funding for community radio 

Community radio stations licensed by Ofcom are not-for profit services, with the Community Radio 

(Amendment) Order 2015 allowing stations a fixed revenue allowance of £15,000 per financial year 

from on-air advertising and sponsorship. Such constraints therefore require stations to innovate to 

generate the necessary funds to keep their stations on-air and we see examples of this across 

Scotland, for example: 
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• Organisations with a wider remit may have links to different bodies for support which can

provide additional funding opportunites to help with the running of the radio station.

Examples include shmuFM’s place in the wider Station House Media Unit in Aberdeen and

CamGlen Radio’s partnership with the Healthy n Happy Community Development Trust

across Cambuslang and Rutherglen;

• Many stations – including Mearns FM, Speysound and Sunny Govan – use their websites to

sell merchandise and collect donations as well as offering membership schemes where

volunteers contribute to the running costs of a station; and

• Barrhead’s Pulse is planning to host outdoor events and roadshows in their local community

to raise funds for the station.

FM spectrum for commercial radio 

We have begun detailed internal discussions on the issue of making FM spectrum available for 

commercial radio licences, but cannot at this stage confirm when these might be concluded or what 

their outcome might be.  However, I can assure you that we are giving the matter proper 

consideration, taking account of our statutory duties, trends in listening, and the radio licensing 

work to which we are already committed. The latter includes small-scale DAB, which – in line with 

our Annual Plan commitments – is our immediate priority, and we hope (subject to the UK 

Government laying the necessary legislation in Parliament) to be consulting on this shortly. I would 

be happy to provide the Committee with a written update in the autumn if that would be useful. 

Further evidence 

During the evidence session that followed our own, there were a couple of points made that I would 

like to respond to. 

• Mr Findlay commented on Ofcom’s research around digital listening. For clarity, Ofcom’s

technology tracker asks about DAB ownership in the home and in the car separately while

RAJAR’s survey asks about DAB ownership overall (i.e. including cars). We reported both the

RAJAR figure and the in-home figure from our technology tracker in our Media Nations

report in 2018 but took the decision to lead with the RAJAR figure as it comes from a larger

sample and is consistent with the industry standard approach of tracking DAB take-up. Due

to differences in methodology and question wording, the RAJAR survey and the technology

tracker will give rise to different results; however, we consider both to be robust sources. As

an official statistic, the technology tracker survey and datasets including tables and

anonymised respondent level data are published in full on our website.

• Mr Davies said that the price of carriage on a DAB multiplex is regulated by Ofcom. This is

not correct. Radio multiplex licences include conditions designed to ensure that there is fair

and effective competition in the provision of broadcasting services, but we do not set the

prices charged by multiplex licensees.

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/research-and-data/data/statistics/stats19
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Yours sincerely, 

Glenn Preston 


