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Dear Joan, 
 

  
Scottish Government International Development Review 
 
In my letter of 5 November 2020 to you, ahead of the CTEA Committee evidence session on 
3 December, I set out further details on the remit, terms of reference, methodology and 
timescale for the Scottish Government review of its approach to international development, 
announced in the Programme for Government (“PfG”). I look forward to discussing the 
review with Committee members next week. 
 
However, I also wanted to now update the Committee on the Scottish Government’s 
separate announcement in PfG, of our commitment to ring-fence £2M of the International 
Development Fund (“IDF”) this year to contribute to COVID-19 efforts in our partner 
countries. At the time of this announcement on 1 September, we indicated that we would 
provide further details in due course as to where we would be allocating those £2M COVID-
19 monies over the next months, across our partner countries. 
 
I am pleased to highlight to the Committee in that regard that we announced, on 27 
November, that we will be allocating the £2M Covid monies from our IDF to UNICEF to 
support addressing the impact of the pandemic on children in Malawi, Zambia and Rwanda. 
The funds will be equally divided between each country and will be used to meet each 
country’s specific needs, including the support of water, sanitation and hygiene, child 
protection, health care, immunisation, nutrition and education. The funds will also be used to 
help prepare the health systems in Malawi, Zambia and Rwanda for the distribution of the 
COVID-19 vaccine.  
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Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
 
    JENNY GILRUTH MSP 
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