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FUTURE RELATIONSHIP NEGOTIATIONS 
 
Dear Michael, 
 
There are now fifty days left until the end of the transition period.  In recognition of the 
limited time left, the Committee has taken evidence from a wide range of organisations 
representing sectors of the Scottish economy.  These organisations have been 
unanimous in expressing alarm at the consequences of the current uncertainty that 
exists with regard to the UK’s trading relationship with the European Union on 1 
January 2021.  This uncertainty is further accentuated by the impact of the pandemic 
upon businesses across Scotland. 
 
The Committee1 recognises the importance of the EU and UK Government agreeing 
a future relationship, however the evidence we have gathered suggests that given the 
timescale remaining, any agreement will be minimalist in scope but still preferable to 
no agreement.  Nevertheless, even with an agreement there will still be significant 
challenges for businesses in Scotland. 
 
Given the limited time that is left to negotiate the future relationship with the European 
Union and for businesses to prepare for the outcome of the negotiations, the 
Committee has heard calls from a range of sectors for a ‘grace period’ of six months 
to be built into any agreement with the European Union, to allow for businesses to 
transition to this new relationship.  The Committee is aware that eleven organisations 
from across Scotland’s food and drink sector wrote to the Prime Minister on 4 
                                            
1 Dean Lockhart MSP and Oliver Mundell MSP are not signatories to this letter. 
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November calling for a range of actions including the negotiation of a six-month “grace 
period” from the end of the transition period, to allow businesses in the food and drink 
sector to adjust to the new rules. 
 
The Committee considers that a 6 month ‘grace period’ is essential not just for the 
food and drink sector but for all sectors of the economy.  This approach would be 
analogous to the ‘grace period’ that the UK Government has put in place to allow 
business to adjust to new arrangements for the transport of goods to the EU at the UK 
border.  The Committee recognises that a 6 month ‘grace period’ would be contingent 
on agreement being reached with the European Union.  Clearly, the implications of no 
agreement being reached with the European Union would be hugely detrimental to the 
Scottish economy. 
 
I wish to also take this opportunity to state that the Committee considers it essential 
that you are available to give evidence to the Committee on the outcome of the 
negotiations.  The Committee is available to take evidence from you at any point during 
December in recognition of the seriousness of the situation facing the Scottish 
economy. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Joan McAlpine MSP 
Convener, Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee 
 
 
 


