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03 September 2020 
 
 
Dear Convener, 
 
I wrote to you in June 2020 to inform you that the Expert Advisory Group on Migration and 
Population Group published their third report: UK Immigration Policy After Leaving The EU: 
Impacts on Scotland’s Economy, Population and Society - June 2020 update. 
 
It is now on this note that I am pleased to let the Committee know that the group have 
concluded their fourth report: Internal Migration in Scotland and the UK, and that this was 
published on 3 September.  
 
The report considers the evidence behind and implications of migration within Scotland and 
between the rest of the UK and Scotland. For example, the report finds that Scotland has 
changed from being a nation that typically experienced a net outflow of population to the rest 
of the UK to one where internal migration has a positive effect on population growth. Since 
mid-2001, population flows from the rest of the UK have increased Scotland’s population by 
137,000. From a policy perspective, the report highlights that increased collaboration 
between local authorities and national government is key to ensuring initiatives to tackle 
migration and population challenges are effective. 
 
The report is available at the following link: https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781839609473. 
 
I have copied this letter to Bruce Crawford MSP, the Convener of the Finance and 
Constitution Committee, and Gordon Lindhurst MSP, the Convener of the Economy, Energy 
and Fair Work Committee, as the new report is also of relevance to those Committees. 
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Yours sincerely, 

 
Ben Macpherson 

Minister for Public Finance and Migration 
 

CC:  
 Bruce Crawford MSP, the Convener of the Finance and Constitution Committee, 

Finance.Constitution@parliament.scot.  
 Gordon Lindhurst MSP, the Convener of the Economy Committee, 

economyenergyandfairwork@parliament.scot. 
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