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17th July 2020 
 
Dear Ms McAlpine, 
 
We are writing to you in your capacity as Convener of the Culture, Tourism, Europe and 
External Affairs Committee at the Scottish Parliament. 
 
The Scottish Society of Playwrights (SSP) is a membership organisation which has been 
representing Scotland’s playwrights since 1973. We are affiliated to the STUC and work 
closely with Playwrights’ Studio Scotland as well as other organisations such as the Writers’ 
Guild of Great Britain, Equity, and The Federation of Scottish Theatre. 
 
SSP wishes to ensure that the collective voice of Scotland’s playwrights, which lies at the 
heart of Scotland’s internationally respected theatre community, is clearly heard at this 
critical stage in our emergence from COVID-19 lockdown conditions.  
 
Our membership is greatly heartened by the recent announcements of significant government 
support for the arts and cultural sectors. We are conscious, however, that decisions will need to 
be taken as a matter of urgency on how these support packages will be implemented. These key 
decisions will define how Scotland is represented to the world, and to itself, post-COVID. The 
SSP is keen to contribute to this process through involvement in the work of one or more of the 
current working parties set up to plan for the future e.g., sub-groups attached to the National 
Partnership for Culture. 
 
Playwrights have a unique contribution to make to this ongoing conversation. Their 
collective experience intersects with many spheres and sectors of Scottish life. They fully 
understand the life of the individual freelance artist on the one hand and the ways of 
collaborating with larger groups and organisations on the other. They are articulate, well-
informed, and are drawn from all classes and districts of Scotland. Please let us know how 
we can best articulate to you their aspirations for a better new normal.  
  
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CC. Fiona Hyslop MSP, CTEEA members, Iain Munro. 


