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CULTURE, TOURISM, EUROPE AND EXTERNAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 

ARTICLE 50 NEGOTIATIONS: FACT-FINDING VISIT TO BRUSSELS 
 

19-20 NOVEMBER 2018 
 
Introduction 
 
The Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee has been scrutinising 
the Article 50 negotiations regarding the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the 
European Union and the implications for Scotland, since the referendum result in June 
2016.  As part of this on-going scrutiny process, the Committee undertook a fact-
finding visit to Brussels on 19 and 20 November 2018.  The fact-finding visit took place 
following the publication of a draft Withdrawal Agreement and draft political declaration 
by the European Commission Article 50 negotiating team and the UK Government. 
 
The Committee undertook the following meetings during the fact-finding visit to 
Brussels: 
 

• Scottish Government and Scotland Europa officials 
 

• Cross-party group of members of the Committee of the Regions 
 

• Lunchtime briefing at the Committee of the Regions 
 

• Guy Verhofstadt MEP 
 

• UK Permanent Representation to the EU (UKREP) officials 
 

• Brunswick Group LLP 
 

• Prof. Danuta Hübner MEP 
 

• David Martin MEP 
 

• Elmar Brok MEP 
 

• Permanent Representation of Ireland to the EU officials 
 

• Alex Barker, Financial Times, and Ryan Heath, Politico Europe 
 
All the meetings held were subject to ‘Chatham House’ rules.  Accordingly, the 
remainder of this report provides an overview of the main issues considered at each 
of the meetings held in Brussels whilst respecting the basis on which the meetings 
were held.  The Committee wishes to thank all those who met with the Committee for 
the time and expertise they contributed to the Committee’s deliberations in Brussels. 
 
 
 



  

 

2 

 

Scottish Government and Scotland Europa officials 
 
External attendees: 
 

• Ian Campbell, Deputy Director, Scottish Government EU Office 

• Sarah English, EU Policy Officer and Head of the Scotland Europa Brussels 
office 

 
The main issues considered were: 
 

• The impact of Brexit upon the current workload of the Scottish Government and 
Scotland Europa offices 

• The changing nature of the Scottish Government office as now an Innovation 
and Investment hub office 

• The impact of the Article 50 negotiations on Scotland Europa’s member 
organisations 

• Objectives for both offices during any future relationship negotiations between 
the EU and UK 

 
Cross-Party Group of Members of the Committee of the Regions 
 
External attendees: 
 

• Peter Bossman, Party of European Socialists and Mayor of the Municipality of 
Piran, Slovenia 

• Ilpo Heltimoinen, European Conservatives and Reformists Group and Member 
of Lappeenranta City Council, Finland 

• Marc Hendrickx, European Alliance and Member of the Flemish Parliament, 
Belgium 

• Ewa-May, Karlsson, Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe and 
Member of Vindeln Municipal Council, Sweden 

• Michael Murphy, European People’s Party and Councillor, Tipperary County 
Council, Ireland 

• Uno Silberg, European Alliance and Member of Kose Municipality Council, 
Estonia 

 
The main issues considered were: 
 

• The activity that had been undertaken by the Committee of the Regions (CoR) 
with regard to scrutinising the Article 50 negotiations and the resolutions 
adopted by the CoR 

• The impacts of Brexit upon the non-UK jurisdictions of the elected 
representatives present at the meeting 

• Mechanisms for maintaining relations with the CoR once the UK has become a 
‘third country’ 

• The potential for access to EU funding programmes post-Brexit 
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Lunchtime briefing at the Committee of the Regions 
 
The lunchtime briefing was an ‘open’ meeting attended by over 50 representatives 
from the offices of Permanent Representations and sub-national jurisdictions with 
offices in Brussels.  Journalists were also present at the briefing. 
 
The Convener addressed the audience for the briefing on the topic of ‘Scotland’s 
relationship with Europe: the past, present and future’.  This was followed by questions 
from the audience to all Members of the Committee. 
 
Guy Verhofstadt MEP, Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe and Chair of the 
European Parliament’s Brexit Steering Group 
 
The main issues considered at the meeting with Mr Verhofstadt were: 
 

• The perspective of Mr Verhofstadt with regard to the draft Withdrawal 
Agreement and political declaration document 

• The process within the European Parliament for consideration of the 
Withdrawal Agreement and the impact of the forthcoming European Parliament 
elections upon that process 

• The scope for any extension to the Article 50 timetable or any re-negotiation of 
the Withdrawal Agreement 

• The priorities for the European Parliament in negotiations on the future 
relationship between the EU and UK 

• Preparations by the European Union for a no-deal outcome 
 
Officials from the UK Permanent Representation to the European Union (UKREP) 
 
External attendees: 
 

• Katrina Williams, COREPER I ambassador 

• Hermione Gough, Director, UK-EU Partnership 

• Peter Curwen, Director, Economics 

• Emma Gibbons, Deputy Head of Mission 

• Hannah Cockburn, Head of Political Section 

• Rebecca Sagar, Foreign Policy  

• Rory O’Donnell, Head of Regions and Agriculture Team 

• Emily Robinson, Article 50 team 

• Rachael Goodwill, Article 50 team 

• Emily Tullberg, Political team 

• Daniel Hart, Political team 

 
The main issues considered were: 
 

• The degree of content to be contained in the expanded future relationship 
document (that was due to be published later during the week of the 
Committee’s visit) 
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• The position of fishing and aquaculture in relation to the future relationship 
document 

• Preparations for a no-deal outcome 

• The operation of the Northern Ireland ‘backstop provision’ and the implications 
for Scotland 

• Potential for continued participation in EU funding programmes and in particular 
with regard to Horizon 2020 and Erasmus+ 

 
Brunswick Group LLP 
 
External attendees: 
 

• Phillippe Blanchard, Managing Director 

• Sir Jonathan Faull, Chair of European Public Affairs 
 
The main issues considered were: 
 

• The priorities of clients of Brunswick Group LLP with regard to the Article 50 
process 

• The extent to which the draft Withdrawal Agreement meets the objectives of the 
EU-27 and the UK Government 

• The operation of the Northern Ireland ‘backstop’ provision 

• Perspectives within the EU Institutions on the Brexit process within the UK 

• The potential for extension of the timetable for the Article 50 negotiations 

• Preparations across different sectors of the economy for a no-deal outcome 

• The perspectives of EU-27 Members States on the end of freedom of 
movement vis-a-vis the UK 

• Aside from the Brexit process, the policy priorities of the EU 
 
Meeting with Prof. Danuta Hübner MEP, European People’s Party, Chair of the 
European Parliament’s Committee on Constitutional Affairs and Member of the 
European Parliament’s Brexit Steering Group 
 
The main issues considered were: 
 

• Engagement with representatives from Scotland with the Constitutional Affairs 
Committee 

• Perspectives on a differentiated relationship for Scotland with the EU 

• Challenges which will be present during negotiations on a future relationship 

• The prospects for any extension of the Article 50 timetable and for a 
renegotiation of the draft Withdrawal Agreement 

• The process within the European Parliament for consideration of the draft 
Withdrawal Agreement 
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Meeting with David Martin MEP, Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats, 
Member of the European Parliament’s Committee on International Trade 
 
The main issues considered were: 
 

• Perspectives within the EU Institutions on whether there is any scope for re-
negotiation of the draft Withdrawal Agreement 

• The approach of the EU with regard to geographical indicators and fishing 

• The approach Scottish organisations in Brussels should take with regard to the 
EU post-Brexit 

• Potential scenarios if the Withdrawal Agreement is not agreed by the House of 
Commons 

 
Elmar Brok MEP, European People’s Party, Member of the European Parliament’s 
Brexit Steering Group 
 
The main issues considered were: 
 

• Discussion regarding outstanding issues in relation to the future relationship 
document (due to be published later in the week of the Committee’s visit) 

• The operation of the transition period and the process for extension of the 
transition period 

• Potential for revocation of the Article 50 notification 

• The operation of the Northern Ireland ‘backstop’ provision and the implications 
for Scotland 

• The priorities for the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany during 
negotiations on a future relationship 

 
Officials from the Permanent Representation of Ireland to the EU 
 
External attendees: 
 

• Emer Deane, Director, Brexit Unit 

• Amal Kaoua, Deputy Director, Brexit Unit 
 
The main issues considered were: 
 

• The perspective of the Government of Ireland with regard to the draft 
Withdrawal Agreement 

• The operation of the Northern Ireland ‘backstop’ provision and the likelihood of 
the provision becoming operational 

• The priorities for the Government of Ireland during the negotiations on the future 
relationship between the EU and UK 

• The impact of the Brexit process on politics and the economy in Ireland 

• Future relations between Ireland and Scotland post-Brexit 

• Preparations by the Government of Ireland for a no-deal outcome 
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Alex Barker, Brussels Bureau Chief, Financial Times, and Ryan Heath, Editor, Politico 
Europe 
 
The main issues considered were: 
 

• Discussion of the likely content of the revised future relationship document 

• Potential for extension of the Article 50 timetable 

• The position of EU Member States on fishing rights 

• The future relationship between Scotland and the EU 

• The position of financial services in terms of a future relationship 

• Potential for a no deal scenario 
 
 
 
 
 


