
 
Glasgow School of Art - The Mackintosh Building 
 
As the Scottish Representative on the Regional Furniture Society and 
member of the Glasgow School of Art’s expert panel set up to advise on the 
commission of furniture, I have attended all GSA events for the public and 
the Friends of Glasgow School of Art, on the progress of restoration since 
the fire of 2014. The energy which had gone into that restoration project 
continued apace after the fire of 15th June 2018. 
 
The most recent GSA event on 26th October 2018, at Historic Environment 
Scotland’s Education Centre the Engine Shed, Stirling, addressed in depth 
the following issues. The ‘Structural integrity of the building;’ the ‘Salvage 
and Survey Operation;’ the Context of a future construction;’, followed by 
‘An assessment of the Mackintosh building’s significance;’ ‘Precedents and 
approaches to building restoration world-wide’, and ‘The digital 
contribution.’ It confirmed an impression of commitment at GSA, all the 
more because feed-back on the way forward through discussion groups 
concluded the day. 
 
The fire of 2014 brought architects and engineers together to shed light and 
understanding on the materials, working methods and finishes used by 
Charles Rennie Mackintosh. These will make a significant contribution to 
restoration, post 2018. My observation is the GSA appointed co-ordinating 
team, the Architects and Contractors worked extremely well together. 
 
Congratulations are due to the Governors, Director and Staff for what they 
have achieved in the challenging task of stabilising the Mackintosh Building 
post 15th June 2018, with appropriate engineering and conservation 
expertise, while prioritising accommodation for students for the Autumn 
term displaced from damaged buildings.  This was achieved in spite of a 
heavy weight of criticism, from voices, perhaps, without understanding the 
full extent of the immediate challenges.  
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