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The Legal Aid Reform in Scotland Consultation opened on 27 June and closed on 19 
September 2019. This consultation sought views to help inform the development of 
legislation that will achieve the Scottish Government’s long term vision of Scotland as 
a global leader in supporting citizens to defend their rights, resolve problems and settle 
disputes, while creating and sustaining public trust and provider confidence in legal 
aid. 
 
The consultation proposed that the system of legal aid in Scotland should become 
more user centred, more flexible to address and adapt to user need and be reframed 
as a public service. The consultation reaffirmed that the Scottish Government does 
not intend to abolish the Scottish Legal Aid Board to set up a new public body to deliver 
a reformed legal aid system. The consultation restated that the Scottish Government 
has no intention to reduce the wide scope of actions for which legal aid is available. 
The consultation also invited views on whether there are areas of law or particular 
client groups that may benefit from a more targeted approach to funding legal aid 
services, rather than continued reliance upon a judicare arrangement.  
 
Responses from all key stakeholders were received. There are 61 responses (18 
responses simply endorsed the responses of the Glasgow Bar Association and the 
Edinburgh Bar Association) with 55 able to be published on the Scottish Government 
consultation hub. Published responses can be viewed online: 
https://consult.gov.scot/justice/legal-aid-reform-in-
scotland/consultation/published_select_respondent  
 
Officials are completing analysis of the responses and a submission will be provided 
to the Minister in early course, advising on the appetite for change and potential 
strategic objectives. Subject to Ministerial approval, a response from the Scottish 
Government to this consultation will then be issued.  
 
For further background please see the response provided in respect of this petition in 
February 2019. 
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