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18 April 2020 

 

Dear Mhairi Snowden, 

Inquiry into the impact of Coronavirus on equalities and human rights  

Thank you for your letter of 3 April, which called for the Committee to hold an 

urgent inquiry into the coronavirus and human rights and equalities. 

 

The points you make about the Parliament being a guarantor of human rights and 

the Committee’s role in effective scrutiny are well made. The Committee is very 

aware of the importance of upholding human rights principles, particularly at this 

crucial time when the pandemic has meant decision-making has necessarily been 

taken in a fast-paced environment. We recognise actions will not have been subject 

to the rigorous development process we would ordinarily expect from the 

Government or other public authorities. These decisions and their impact will 

require thorough scrutiny to ensure that human dignity is preserved, and that they 

do not unnecessarily interfere in people’s rights and freedoms or discriminate 

against particular protected groups in our society.  

 

During the passage of the coronavirus emergency legislation, I secured an 

amendment to ensure that the Scottish Ministers in exercising its functions under 

Part 1 of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020 must have due regard to the 

advancement of equalities and non-discrimination. Also, at the Conveners’ Group 

meeting held ‘remotely’ on 16 April 2020, I stated that while my Committee had a 
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leadership role, I would expect human rights and equalities considerations to be 

central to all scrutiny deliberations, including the new COVID 19 Committee being 

established: 

 

To consider and report on the Scottish Government’s response to COVID 19 

including the operation of powers under the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act, the 

Coronavirus Act and any other legislation in relation to the response to 

COVID 19 and any secondary legislation arising from the Coronavirus 

(Scotland) Act and any other legislation in relation to the response to COVID 

19. 

 

I will continue to press the importance of human rights and equalities through my 

role as Convener, as will the Committee continue its leadership in this area. 

 

That is why the Committee agreed on 8 April 2020 to undertake an inquiry. It will 

shortly be considering its detailed approach. Any decisions arising from our 

discussions will be communicated through the Committee’s dedicated webpage as 

our processes have been adapted to ensure the Committee can be agile in its 

response to scrutiny during this challenging time. You will see as a first step the 

Committee has already written to the Scottish Human Rights Commission and the 

Equality and Human Rights Commission for their views. 

 

I also acknowledge your kind offer to discuss civil society’s human rights concerns 

with the Committee, and without out prejudicing the Committee’s future 

discussions, I’m sure there will be ample opportunity for civil society to contribute.  

 

Keep safe and well.  

 

Your sincerely, 

 

  

Ruth Maguire MSP 

Convener 
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