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Dear Eloise Nutbrown,  

Destitution, asylum and insecure immigration status in Scotland 
 
The Equalities and Human Rights Committee published its inquiry report Hidden Lives 
– New Beginnings: Destitution, asylum and insecure immigration status in Scotland 
on 22 May 2017.  
 
The Report made a number of recommendations including, updating CoSLA/Local 
Authority guidance so that local authorities are clear on the help available to people 
with insecure immigration status. The creation of a ‘Scottish anti-destitution strategy’, 
to inform a national approach to mitigating destitution and the creation of a new 
‘Destitution Fund’ by the Scottish Government for women experiencing domestic 
abuse unable to access other sources of help. The Scottish Government responded 
on 21 July 2017, noting and responding to the Report’s recommendations.  
 
On 14 June 2018 the Committee undertook a roundtable evidence session with key 
stakeholders, including yourself on behalf of CoSLA, seeking further updates on the 
implementation of the inquiry Report’s recommendations. This session highlighted that 
CoSLA had been working with the Scottish Government to produce guidance to 
support local authorities in meeting the needs of destitute migrants. However, 
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stakeholders also highlighted there were still issues with access to accommodation, 
health and justice.  
 
Current consideration  
 
In September 2019, the Committee considered an update on the implementation of 
the Report’s recommendations and agreed to write to the Scottish Government and 
other organisations for further information. 
 
The Committee welcomes the news that CoSLA published new local authority 
guidance in February 2019. Particularly its focus on NRPF migrants and the use of 
human rights assessments. It is hoped this will support local authorities in navigating 
the legal framework to determine the rights of migrants, especially those with no 
recourse to public funds, to access services and support in Scotland. The Committee 
understands there have been five regional training events for local authorities and 
practitioners to date.  
 
The Committee has also been made aware of ongoing work undertaken by CoSLA, 
reviewing the costs of dispersal in local authorities in Scotland. It is understood this 
work was commissioned by the UK Government following the Home Affairs Committee 
report Asylum accommodation: replacing COMPASS published on 17 December 
2018, which highlighted the funding pressures on local authority dispersal areas.  
 
The Committee requests an update on the implementation of the Report’s 
recommendations and more specifically further information on: 

• How the new local authority guidance will be monitored and whether there are 
plans for any further training. 

• Whether the costing work undertaken for the Home Office adequately covers 
the Report’s Recommendations on cost calculating (Recommendations 16 and 
17 at paragraphs 118 and 125).  

 
The Committee requests this update by the 31 October and where appropriate to be 
kept up to date on any future developments on these matters.   
 

If you have any questions, please contact the Clerks of the Committee on 0131 348 
6699 or by email at equalities.humanrights@parliament.scot.      
 
Yours sincerely,  
  
  
 
Ruth Maguire MSP 
Convener 
Equalities and Human Rights Committee 
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