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21 September 2017 
Dear Roseanna, 
 
Programme for Government 2017-18 and waste issues 
 
I am writing with regard to the recently announced Programme for 
Government 2017-18 and the references to the Scottish Government’s 
intended work on waste including deposit return schemes. 
 
As you know, this is an area the Environment, Climate Change and Land 
Reform Committee has taken a keen interest in and between September 2016 
and May 2017 a sub-group of the Committee explored the area of deposit 
return schemes in detail. A summary of our informal discussions is available 
here.   
 
Upon completion of initial informal research, the sub-group was of the view 
that deposit return schemes could play a role as part of a wider set of 
measures aimed at addressing waste and resource use issues in Scotland.  
With this in mind, the Committee took evidence from stakeholders on this 
wider context in June 2017.  A transcript of this is available here. 
 
I hope both of these areas of the Committee’s work will be helpful to you. 
 
Due to its established interest in this issue, the Committee seeks clarification 
on the Scottish Government’s plans for deposit return schemes and waste 
more widely.  Specifically, the Committee requests detail of: 
 

 Details of the scope of the proposed work on the circular economy, 
waste and deposit return schemes; 

 Plans and timescales for consultation on the deposit return schemes; 

 Anticipated timescales for designing a deposit return scheme; 

 The format of work with stakeholders to design this system; 
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 The timescales for appointment of the expert panel to consider the use 
of  fiscal and other measures to reduce waste and boost the circular 
economy; 

 The remit of the expert panel; and  

 The timescales for the completion of work by the expert panel. 
 
The Committee would welcome a response by 18 October 2017 and I look 
forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Graeme Dey MSP 
Convener 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee  
 
 
 
  


