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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 
 

Inquiry into air quality in Scotland 
 

Written submission from Stove Yard UK Limited  
 

 
Does Scotland have the right policies (Clean Air for Scotland Strategy), 
support and incentives in place to adequately tackle air pollution?  
 
The EU's Ecodesign and Energy Related Products Directives, which we understand 

will probably be adopted by the UK (including Scotland), whatever the outcome of 

Brexit, will go a long way to limit emissions from energy related products, which 

includes wood burning stoves, and will consequently have a significant impact on 

improving air quality.  

For example wood burning stoves which already comply with the significant emission 

reductions required by Ecodesign produce 90% fewer emissions than burning wood 

in open fires where 60% of the wood is currently burned. A stove which meets 

Ecodesign emissions criteria also provides a significant reduction in emissions over 

and above the strict limits required for a 'Defra Approved' or Defra Smoke Exempot 

Appliance currently only required when burning wood in an urban Smoke control 

area. 

Introducing a scheme which promoted the replacement of open fires and old 

technology multi fuel stoves, a bit like recent gas boiler scrappage schemes, via a 

reduction in VAT, would contribute significantly to helping air quality improvements. 

Sources: DECC Domestic Wood Usage Survey (1995), SIA / Kiwa Gastec 

independently verified Defra test v Ecodesign (DIN+) test comparisons (2016).  

How does the Scottish policy fit with the UK and EU policy on air quality? 

Ecodesign is the EU Directive designed to increase heating appliance efficiency and 

reduce emissions (PM, CO, CO2, NOx and OGC) will come into force on 1 January 

2022 is already having an impact. Defra has gone on record to say that it will use 

Ecodesign to reduce emissions from solid fuel heating appliances. 

The Stove Industry Alliance (SIA) has been working closely with Defra to design and 

manufacture stoves that will meet the Ecodesign regulations ahead of the 

implementation date. This requires a different test method than the current CE Test 

and Defra Exempt Appliance tests and is adding additional costs to NPD. These 

stoves are being marketed as 'Ecodesign Ready' and have already received 

considerable interest from customers and installers. From early 2018, as a retailer 

we will only be displaying Ecodesign Ready stoves in our showrooms from 

manufacturers who are already capable of developing this kind of product. We see 

no future in dealing with those that don't. 
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Fortunately, there are already over 200 models available with more being added 

weekly. Hetas who independenttly 'police' the Ecodesign Ready label on behalf of 

the SIA now have a separate section for Ecodesign Ready on their 'Approved 

Appliances' list which will also help raise the profile of Ecodesign. These stoves have 

been launched 5 years before the regulations become law and from 2020 all of the 

stove manufacturers in the SIA have committed themselves to only manufacture or 

distribute new stove models that will perform with emissions limits below the 

Ecodesign requirements which are also well below the current Defra smoke 

exempted appliance limits. 

To sum up: Ecodesign / ErP directives are already working. As an industry what we 

would not like to see is any additional requirements that involve more product 

emissions testing. For example if you want to sell a wood burning stove which is 

competitive, which you can promote as Ecodesign Ready and which will allow the 

end user to cleanly burn wood in a smoke control area you have four / five hurdles 

each involving considerable notified laboratory testing and management costs : 

1 The standard CE EN13240 / EN13229 tests – one for each fuel 

2 The Defra Smoke Exempt BS test for clean burning 

3 The DIN+ emissions tests for Ecodesign 

4 Hetas Recommended Appliance approvals process 

And finally the EN16510 tests (using one of three test methods, hopefully a version 

of the DIN+ above) which is due to replace the EN13240 / EN13229 tests any day 

now and is currently 'advisable' although does not yet have an EU approved test 

method attached to it. 

Are the policies sufficiently ambitious? 

It would be worth considering an incentive scheme to encourage the replacement of 

open fires and older technology stoves with Ecodesign Ready stoves to accelerate 

the replacement process. This could give a boost to air quality improvement over a 

much shorter time period. 

Are the powers and resources of Local Authorities and SEPA to address air 

pollution adequate? 

No. Domestic polluters get away with murder and the good guys get the blame 

because no-one is policing the domestic sector. If some high profile examples were 

to be made then the knock-on effect on compliance would be considerable. 

Are the policies and delivery mechanisms (support and incentives) being 

effectively implemented and successful in addressing the issues? 

Is Scotland on target to have a pilot low emission zone (LEZ) in place by 2018 

and should there be more than one LEZ pilot? 

How should the improvement of air quality be prioritised in areas where there 

have been persistent breaches of NO2 limit values? 
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High profile convictions and punitive punishment for offenders. You see this with 

water quality – so why not with air quality? 

Is adequate consideration given to air pollution from agriculture? 

As with industry, probably not (they'll always plead poverty or special case) but it 

should be the same for all. 

Are there conflicts in policies or barriers to successful delivery of the air 

quality objectives? 

 


