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EDUCATION AND SKILLS COMMITTEE 

 
 
 

T3.40 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Direct Tel: 0131 348 5222 
Fax: 0131 348 5600 

 es.committee@parliament.scot 
  
 5 February 2019 

Dear Principal,  
  
The Education and Skills Committee has launched its new inquiry on subject choice 
availability, specifically the extent of and basis for any narrowing of availability of 
subject choices. This follows on from previous work undertaken in early 2017 and 
September 2018.  
  
As you may recall, in 2017, we approached Higher Education Institutions to ask for 
details on their approach to admissions for a sample of specific undergraduate degree 
programmes where these are offered, namely Medicine; Law; and Mechanical 
Engineering.  
  
In order to understand how subject choice availability at school has impacted on higher 
education institutions in the last two years, the Committee has agreed to seek an 
update on these same programmes. I should therefore be grateful for your responses 
to the questions below.  
 
Please provide separate answers for each of the three undergraduate degree 
programmes listed above, where your institution offers these. We recognise that there 
are a variety of programme options within these subjects. If you could focus your 
responses on those programmes that are most popular/ high demand – making clear 
which specific undergraduate degree programme you are providing information on – 
that would ensure that we are analysing your information correctly.  
  

• For those applying with SQA qualifications, what was the ‘standard offer’ (as 
opposed to minimum requirements) for 2018-19 entry? Please include 
information on all element of the offer, including whether specific qualifications 
are required to have been achieved in a single sitting or in a single academic 
year.  
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• How many of the 2018-19 entrants were accepted onto the programme
having achieved SQA qualifications?

• How many 2018-19 entrants were there in total?

In addition to the above, if in the last two years there have been any changes to these 
programmes which you feel are salient to the inquiry, please do let us know. The 
Committee would very much appreciate a response within the next 4 weeks, with a 
closing date for responses of Monday 4 March 2019.  

For reference, as well as launching a call for views from any interested individuals and 
organisations, I have also written to headteachers and local authorities to ask for 
information on subject choice availability across Scotland. We will also be undertaking 
engagement work with pupils, parents, teachers and the Scottish Youth Parliament to 
ensure we have as broad a base of evidence as possible for this inquiry. 

I very much appreciate your co-operation in this work. Should you have any queries 
on the nature of the Committee’s work or any issue with the deadline please contact 
committee clerk Gary Cocker at es.committee@parliament.scot .  

Yours sincerely 

CLARE ADAMSON MSP 
CONVENER 

mailto:es.committee@parliament.scot

