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1.If you conduct standardised assessments at local authority level as well as 

SNSAs in your schools, do you plan to retain the standardised assessments 

at local authority level as well as SNSAs in the long term? If so, please 

provide some detail on: 

 
a. the reasoning for this (what it provides that SNSA cannot), 

b. which assessment you use from which provider, and the annual 
cost of the local authority standardised assessments. 

 
From session 2017/18 we stopped as a local authority undertaking 

other authority wide standardised assessments. 

 
Schools in D&G may however have chosen to purchase additional 

Pips/lnCAS from our previous provider CEM, there is no cost to the 

authority as this is a school's own individual choice. 

 
The previously used CEM assessments evaluate performance, monitor 

progress and indicate potential in specific and helpful ways. As a result, 

teachers and schools are able to provide individuals and groups of 

children with learning opportunities to enable them to achieve their best. 

The assessments can be used in class to monitor progress of 

interventions used as are able to be used more frequently than once 

every 3 years. 

 
Provides diagnostic information on the strengths and weakness of 

pupils in: Reading, including; word recognition, word decoding, 

comprehension and spelling. Maths, including: Number, measure, shape 

and space, data handling. 

 
Uses a Developed Ability measure to show a child's potential. 
 
 
2. Does your local authority seek to guide your schools as to when in the 
academic year SNSAs should be carried out? If so, please provide details and 
the rationale for your approach. If your local authority does not prescribe a 
particular timescale for SNSAs, are you aware of any practice within your 
schools where senior management teams prescribe the timings and, if so, what 
do you consider to be the benefits of this approach? 

 
We do not seek to guide our schools as to when in the academic year 
SNSA should be carried out, this is an individual school decision. 
Teachers are encouraged, in consultation with their managers use their 
professional judgement and available information in determining when 
children and young people are assessed to meet individual needs. Schools 



have been issued with Dumfries and Galloway policy guidance on SNSA 
which supports this position. Within this there is information taken from a 
number of schools' plans showing an emerging picture of when 
assessments are carried out. 
 
 

3. Are you aware of the extent to which the results 
of SNSAs are shared with parents and, where age appropriate, children? Is there 
a local authority level policy on sharing this information? (for example, to aid 
development including learning at home with parental involvement) 
 
Information regarding this is not collected centrally. Headteachers have 
not raised this as an issue or concern. Our SNSA policy guidance does 
provide good practice guidance with regards sharing the information and 
working with parents to support their involvement. Headteachers are also 
directed to the document 'Assessing Children Progress: A guide for 
parents and carers' which has been produced by Scottish Government to 
support schools work with parents and carers to develop their 
understanding of these new assessments. 
 

4. Given the results of SNSAs are being analysed and reported on at a 
national level (linked below), are you provided with a breakdown of performance 
at local authority level of the results? Are you provided with a breakdown at 
school level or smaller cohorts (class level for example or for SIMD areas)? How 
will this data be used to improve education in your area? 
 

We are provided with an authority spreadsheet. Each row in the spreadsheet 
represents an individual child or young person who has completed the 
relevant assessment. A variety of metadata about the learner is provided, 
drawn from SEEMiS, along with information about the learner's performance 
on the assessment at the whole assessment and at individual question leveL 
This spreadsheet can be manipulated to school and stage level as well as 
SIMD, ASN, FME, Gender, LAC, EAL and Ethnicity. This information provides 
an additional source of evidence to support our raising attainment strategy 
and improvement work across the authority. 

 

5. How are you collating evidence on how the SNSAs are bedding in at local 
authority level? For example, the benefits to the teachers and as a consequence 
the children and young people or any practical concerns with how the tests are 
operating (resource issues including technology and also staff time, unintended 
consequences etc.) 
 

It is our intention to undertake a review at the end of this session which 
will allow us to collate evidence on how SNSA is bedding in. Last session 
schools encountered a number of problems which were mainly associated 
with the individual schools choosing not to undertake the assessments 
until the end of the session for a variety of reasons. P1 assessments and 
the use of available technology would be identified as the two areas which 
caused most concern last session 

 


