
Anonymous Teacher 10 
 
Recommendation 5 – I feel I was not taught how to teach literacy and numeracy 
during ITE, particularly in the early years – how would you go about introducing 
literacy/reading skills to p1’s.  There was no teaching on phonics, phonemes, 
diagraphs so makes me lack confidence in teaching early years. I would have to say 
that the teaching on poems, film as text etc at University was good and useful and I 
have developed knowledge about literacy circles and reading from my last upper 
years placement just before qualifying.  I still feel very unprepared for taking on a 
class.  Regarding numeracy, the workshops and tutor were not particularly beneficial 
as the tutor made it clear that although they were qualified as a primary teacher, their 
skills and research lay in another field and that they only had 2 years of teaching 
maths behind them.  Very much a case of you’ll work it out – when along with my 
fellow students, we were looking to see an example of how to approach the planning, 
differentiating and delivery of a maths lesson to be able to unpick and analyse the 
approach.  One of my placement teachers who was a 4-year undergraduate BEd, 
made assumptions about PGDE and did not realise we did not receive 
detailed/specific teaching on these matters. It made me feel very inadequate and my 
confidence undermined. 

Recommendation 11 – The teachers I had on placement had not attended any 
information/training about expectations from them although they had a handbook for 
what was expected from me.  I had a particularly difficult placement with a teacher 
for whom I was their first student placement, who did not know/understand PGDE – 
told me I was supposed to be the finished product on this placement since next 
move would be probationary year. This clearly spelt out to me that I was not allowed 
to make any errors or to have the opportunity to learn from mistakes or receive 
constructive criticism. University made it clear that it was important for good 
professional working relationships with placement schools and therefore I felt there 
was no opportunity to feedback the difficulties I was having as it would look as if it 
was me not getting on along with staff. Tutors at University told us stories of their 
own personal experiences of being in tears during their ITE placements and the 
assumption being that it was par for the course that you could have difficulties and 
just have to “suck it up.”  I think it is important that students are able to give their 
feedback about placements so that good placements are clearly identified to aid 
learning of student teachers and placements which were detrimental to learning and 
health and wellbeing of the student to be noted and worked with to improve or 
removed from being used for placements.   


