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Recommendation 1: 
The SFC is aware that the Government has been working to address the challenges 
surrounding the experiences of existing teachers and pay, including a significant step 
forward with the Pay Deal agreed in 2019. 

Recommendation 2:  
Other universities are also working on alternative methods of Initial Teacher 
Education (ITE) students achieving entry threshold qualifications before or during 
their main ITE studies. 

Recommendation 3: 
The GTCS reviewed all of its entry requirements, and while extending the range of 
acceptable qualifications, it also raised the Highers entry level threshold to more 
rather than less (a minimum requirement of 4 Highers, when the baseline GTCS 
requirement was previously 3 Highers). 

ITE Intake Targets for 2020/2021: The SFC is part of the Teacher Workforce 
Planning Advisory Group (TWPAG) where the reduction in the PGDE Primary intake 
target was proposed and discussed. We agree with TWPAG’s advice to make a 
modest reduction in this intake target for 2020 entry. The modelling showed that a 
much higher reduction of primary teachers could be required, in order to avoid an 
oversupply of primary teachers. We agree with the recommendation to only make a 
modest reduction initially, and to review the situation again in a year’s time. 

There is a higher need for primary teachers in certain geographical areas, and SFC 
has aimed to reflect this geographical consideration in the way that we have 
distributed the reduction of target places across the seven universities which are 
PGDE Primary providers. The detail of this will be reflected in SFC’s ITE 2020/21 
Intakes Announcement, which is due to be published in February 2020, having been 
discussed in advance with the universities affected. 

The SFC notes the continuing need for Secondary teachers, particularly in certain 
hard-to-fill subjects, and has set the Intake targets for secondary teachers 
accordingly 


