
Education and Skills Committee, 29-10-19 

Upstart Scotland agrees with the Education and Skills Committee that the Scottish government has 

not yet provided arguments and evidence to support their rejection of points made in the 

Committee’s report on the SNSA.  

Our area of interest is specifically the P1 SNSA.  The Scottish government has already ignored a 

parliamentary vote to halt these assessments.  In our oral evidence to the Committee our Chair 

explained that focusing on assessment of literacy and numeracy skills when children are five can be 

damaging for their long-term well-being and educational success. This point was reiterated in a 

research review this autumn from the British Early Childhood Education Research Association, e.g. 

the following quote:  

 ‘The evidence on the desirability of a focus on literacy outcomes during the 

Foundation years [equivalent to CfE Early Level] in pursuit of long-term educational 

attainment indicates that this may be detrimental for many young children who have 

not yet secured their language outcomes. As stated earlier, the evidence (Dockrell et 

a 2010; Payler et al, 2017; Pascal, Bertram et al 2017; Pascal et al 2018) shows that 

children need a securely developed understanding of spoken language, vocabulary 

and listening comprehension skills, which are derived through routinely experiencing 

diverse vocabularies embedded within language-rich environments of songs, nursery 

rhymes and stories with ample time for adult/child and peer-to-peer interactions 

before progressing to a focus on literacy outcomes.’ 

We are also concerned that the Scottish government has not responded in any way to Upstart 

Scotland’s  argument that the most productive type of assessment for five-year-olds is assessment of  

holistic development (such as that provided by the Early Development Instrument, used in Canada 

and Australia).  We made this case in oral evidence to the Committee and also in our  written 

submission to the Reedy Review). 
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