
 
Additional responses provided by Parent Council Chair on Subject Choices 

 
Parent 1 
 
1. Has your child been able to take all the subjects they wanted to at school? 
No 
 
2. If not, what was the subject and what was the qualification level (N4/N5/Higher/AH) 
 
A language would have been very advantageous, but this clashed with Computer Studies 
on the column choice. 
Not sure I agree with CfE principle of offering a wide range of subjects if this is at the 
expense of key learning time; specifically, the idea of "drop" subjects. 
Should we not be maximising the time the children have to allow them to select the core 
subjects they need? 
 
3. How many subjects can your child take in S4? Are there any subjects you are aware of 
which are not offered? 
 
7 (same number of O Grades I took in S3/4 if you combine Maths and Arithmetic) - so have 
we really moved forwards or backwards? 
 
4. Are you aware of pupils sitting different qualifications being taught in the same class in 
your child's school if so what subjects 
 
No 
 
5. What has been the impact of your child not being able to take all the subjects they wanted 
to? 
Probably minimal, assuming the option to pick it up again in S5 or S6 works out 

Parent 2 
 

My son in S5 was able to take mostly ones he wanted to take. He needs calculus for 
engineering but not offered. He may have to take that at college. There was no space of 
design technology. He has applied for an apprenticeship, so I am not too concerned if he 
gets a place on that. 
 
Because of our late enrolment he had to take some subjects at Nat 5 rather than Higher this 
year and take the Higher next year. This has actually been helpful as he had to change 
curriculum at a crucial stage of education so allowing this year to adjust.  
 
My daughter in S3 wanted to take more than one science only space in chemistry this year. 
She was contemplating medicine. She is also very artistic and musical and is also 
contemplating arts-based degree. To get into medicine she would need 3 sciences. So, if 
that was her choice it would be difficult.  
 
I am not aware of children from other schools in their classes. I know our students attend 
Fife College.  
 
Impact could affect course choice at university but there are other pathways.  
 



 

Parent 3 

1. Has your child been able to take all the subjects they wanted to at school? 

 Yes, but one subject not in column but the school supported it after a discussion  

 2. If not, what was the subject and what was the qualification level (N4/N5/Higher/AH) 

Higher Geography – was done out of column with support of one of the geography teachers, 
so an extra Higher was done (6) instead of 5.  

3. How many subjects can your child take in S4? Are there any subjects you are aware of 
which are not offered? 

7 subjects; many subjects not offered (e.g. languages) 

4. Are you aware of pupils sitting different qualifications being taught in the same class in 
your child's school if so what subjects 

Yes, I think so; most subjects at some time during time at school, mostly at N4 or N5. 

 5. What has been the impact of your child not being able to take all the subjects they wanted 
to? 

None but my child’s choices were mainstream maths and sciences to do engineering, so 
this has not occurred 

Parent 4 

Q1.  My child has not been able to take a subject they wanted to at the school. 
 
Q2.  This was a Nat 5 subject.  My child was not allowed to choose Geography as it clashed 
at the same time as Modern Studies.  On another occasion (different sibling) my child was 
not able to take French at Nat 5 as again it did not suit the timetable with Chemistry 
 
Q3.  The pupils are allowed to choose 7 subjects in S4.  There are many subjects not offered 
at the school due to the small size of the school.  Subjects like Psychology, Events 
Management, Spanish are not offered and many others which are offered at nearby schools. 
 
Q4. I am aware that my children are in classes with pupils sitting a different level of that 
subject.  English, Physics, Chemistry, Modern Studies, Maths, Geography 
 
Q5.  My child is happy and understands that they have not been able to take all the choices 
they wanted.  We have been made aware of this by the school, at the start of attending 
secondary school.  

Parent 5 

1. No, he has not been able to take the subjects he would have liked to.  
 

2. He would have chosen 



Maths 
English 
Drama 
Media studies 
History  
Biology 
RMPS or 
Modern Studies. 

 
After Media studies and RMPS were withdrawn from the original choice he then found 
French and Drama clashed in one column as did History and Modern Studies. So, against 
advice of science dept he has had to take 2 sciences when advised one would be 
recommended.  
 
He was advised by his French teacher that he had a very good chance of achieving a good 
Nat 5 grade if he continued as he is, there is no way he can take it. It clashes with drama 
and as he wants to work in film/TV, Drama won.  
 
He now has to take  
 
Maths  
English 
Drama 
History 
Geography  
Biology 
Environmental science  
 
3. Media studies and RMPS 
 
4.Not aware.  
 
5. He is devastated. Really has affected his confidence by taking subjects he is not 
interested in at the expense of ones that will help his future.  
 
He does not understand the psychology behind “drop subjects” 2 subjects chosen that you 
take for 3rd year only then drop.  
 
I agree, if the total of 9 subjects were chosen and at the end of 3 rd year the 7 strongest 
subjects were chosen would make more sense.  
 
The whole system is based on an algorithm.  
 
How is that meeting individual need and getting right for every child. 
 
 
Parent 6 
 
1. No, both boys 
2. Geography Nat 5 and Human Biology Higher 
3. 7 plus RME which seems to be compulsory. Psychology not offered as a Nat 5, only 
French offered as a language  



4. No however both Nat 4 and Nat 5 taught together in some classes 
5. Did not achieve Nat 5 in alternate choice whereas may well have passed in his preferred 
subject  
 
Parent 7 

1. No.  
2. Our boys have missed out on taking history due to column limitations.  
3. 7 subjects I believe.  
4. Not aware of this.  
5. Our children have resorted to taking less ‘academic’ subjects in drop columns than they 
would have chosen to do.  
 
Parent 8 
 
1. Has your child been able to take all the subjects they wanted to at school? 
Yes, until 6th year. 
 
2. If not, what was the subject and what was the qualification level (N4/N5/Higher/AH) 
 
3. How many subjects can your child take in S4? Are there any subjects you are aware of 
which are not offered? 
7 subjects. 
     
4. Are you aware of pupils sitting different qualifications being taught in the same class in 
your child's school if so what subjects. 
Only in S5 and S6, Higher and Advanced Higher, Graphic Communication. 
 
5. What has been the impact of your child not being able to take all the subjects they wanted 
to? 
This has only happened this time. My son is moving from S5 to S6 and hasn't been able to 
take all subjects he wanted to. He's not enthusiastic about S6 at the moment 
 
Parent 9 

1. Has your child/have your children been able to take all the subjects they wanted to 
at school?  

•  S4/S5 - mostly  
2. If not, what was the subject and what was the qualification level (e.g. National 4, 

National 5, Higher)? 

• As a small school, choices are restricted as often the subjects are only offered 
in one column – so she chose wisely but had there been more options she 
would have chosen differently 

• In S6 Advance Higher Drama – our School doesn’t run this course, nor does 
it run Drama in S2. We only have one Drama Teacher who is 0.8 FTE. So, 
because of funding 1 x extra teacher around 15 pupils miss out? 
Disappointing.  

3. How many subjects can your child/children take in S4? Are there any subjects you 
are aware of which are not offered? 

• 7 National qualifications are offered 

• Unsure for N5s but Highers not offered this year in comparison to our nearest 
2 secondary school:  (draft – not confirmed by Schools that they are being run 
this year) 



Admin & IT 

Classics 

Com Games 

Engineering Science 
Environmental 
Science 

Fashion & Textiles 

German 

Health & Food 

Latin  

Spanish 

Comp Sci 

Dance 

Music Technology 

Politics  

Geography 

4. Are you aware of pupils sitting different qualifications being taught in the same class 
in your child’s school? If so, in what subjects? 

• In some subjects in S5/S6 there are some classes which are bi-level (N5 & 
Higher in the same subject). Last year – Music, Art & Computing 

5. What has been the impact of your child/ren not being able to take all the subjects 
they wanted to? 

• She had the choice to transfer to another School (as some pupils have done) 
in order to take AH Drama but she wasn’t keen to move Schools.  

• She may 

• Unfair that the subject opportunities are vastly reduced because of it is a small 
school. 

•  

Parent 10 
 
1. Has your child been able to take all the subjects they wanted to at school? 
 
No 
 
2. If not, what was the subject and what was the qualification level (N4/N5/Higher/AH) 
 
Nat 5 Geography - due to column clash  
 
3. How many subjects can your child take in S4? Are there any subjects you are aware of 
which are not offered? 
 
7 offered. Only language offered other than English is French though, Spanish would be 
good (I believe this might be in the pipeline?)  
     
 
4. Are you aware of pupils sitting different qualifications being taught in the same class in 
your child's school if so what subjects 
 
Not sure 



 
5. What has been the impact of your child not being able to take all the subjects they wanted 
to? 
 
Actually, there was no impact in the end, he went in a different direction!  
 
Parent 11 

 
. Has your child been able to take all the subjects they wanted to at school? 
 
YES from the choices given, but NO in terms of taking another language  
 
2. If not, what was the subject and what was the qualification level (N4/N5/Higher/AH) 
 
NA 
 
3. How many subjects can your child take in S4? Are there any subjects you are aware of 
which are not offered? 
     
She would have liked to have done Spanish, or another relevant language 
 
4. Are you aware of pupils sitting different qualifications being taught in the same class in 
your child's school if so what subjects 
 
YES Nat 4 and 5 are mixed for all subjects except Maths and English. So in my daughters 
experience it covers subjects such as Drama, Biology, Chemistry, History and French 
 
5. What has been the impact of your child not being able to take all the subjects they wanted 
to? 
 
 We are not aware of any measurable impact  
 
Parent 12 
 
1. Has your child been able to take all the subjects they wanted to at school? 

No, he wanted to take games design, but it was too full. 
 
 
2. If not, what was the subject and what was the qualification level (N4/N5/Higher/AH) 
He wanted to take games design, but it was too full. N5 but it would have been a drop subject 

3. How many subjects can your child take in S4? Are there any subjects you are aware of 
which are not offered? 
 He is taking 7 subjects in S4, there is nothing he would have wanted to take that our School 
doesn’t offer. 
 
4. Are you aware of pupils sitting different qualifications being taught in the same class in 
your child's school if so what subjects 

English - Nat 4 and Nat 5 are being taught in the same class 
 
 



6. What has been the impact of your child not being able to take all the subjects they 
wanted to? 

My son was just a bit unhappy about it but as it was a drop subject anyway he says it is 
not that important. 

 

Parent 13 

  
1. No 
 
2. Music N5 
 
3. 7 subjects. Spanish not offered 
 
4. No idea.  
 
5. My son really wanted to take Music in 4th year but due to columns being limited he had 
to choose Biology over Music which means he will have to take Music in 5th year which then 
may not work out with his Highers. 
 
Parent 14 
1.Has your child been able to take all the subjects they wanted to at school? 

I cannot really comment as my daughter is in S3, however, in general I do find it quite 

alarming that they specialise so young with the Scottish system (I don't know if this is just 

a CfE thing or whether it was like this before). I have friends in England and Wales whose 

children, after 5 years in highschool, are taking exams in at least 9 subjects and ours will 

be doing 5.  

2. If not, what was the subject and what was the qualification level (N4/N5/Higher/AH) 

Due to only one teacher and therefore a limited spread in the columns my daugther could 

not take geography, and neither could be take history due to column limitations history but 

instead had to take two 'drop' column subjects which are just a waste of time (or at least 

one of them certainly is). 

3. How many subjects can your child take in S4? Are there any subjects you are aware of 

which are not offered? 

    (7 National qualifications are offered) Not sure yet? 

4. Are you aware of pupils sitting different qualifications being taught in the same class in 

your child's school if so what subjects? 

Don’t know 

5. What has been the impact of your child not being able to take all the subjects they 

wanted to?  

It means she will have to take them as crash Highers. Not ideal. 

 
 

 


