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The collaborative Learned Societies’ Group (LSG) brings together the learned societies and 
professional associations in STEM .  Its remit includes identifying and promoting priorities 1

for school STEM education in Scotland, monitoring and responding to school STEM 
education initiatives and developments; and stimulating debate in relation to these issues in 
Scotland . The LSG is chaired by Professor Lesley Yellowlees. 2

Need for skilled, motivated teachers

- Increasing focus on teacher retention rather than purely recruitment is welcome but 

needs to be extended and improved.


- Need for improved data on teacher shortages and vacancies to support accurate teacher 
workforce planning.


- Ongoing difficulty in meeting the recruitment targets for many STEM ITE courses. While 
the focus is on intake targets, it will be important that data is collected on how many of 
the ITE entrants complete their courses and enter the teaching profession. Recruitment 
problems are exacerbated by inflexible application of entry requirements.


- Need for increased focus on STEM in Primary Initial Teacher Education.


- Need for increased focus on STEM in teachers’ career-long professional development.


Encouraging students to choose STEM subjects

- Reduction in number of subjects taken at Nat 4/5 in many schools may be leading to 

STEM subjects being squeezed out.


- Pressure on schools to ‘raise attainment’ may lead students to be steered towards 
subjects with higher pass rates.


- Significant gender imbalance in many STEM subjects not currently sufficiently 
addressed.
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