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Comann nam Pàrant (Nàiseanta) (CnP(N)), established in 1994, is a national organisation 
that seeks to represent the views of parents and carers of children and young people in Gaelic 
Medium Education. 
 
Our vision is one of a growing but sustainable Gaelic medium education sector. One which, 
whilst delivering a quality education for all families who wish their children to be educated in 
Gaelic, also crucially produces fluent Gaelic speakers.  
 
We are restricting our comments to the effect of the curriculum structure on the uptake of 
Gaelic, both as a subject for Gaelic medium pupils (Gàidhlig) and Gaelic learners (Gaelic), 
and other subjects taught through the medium of Gaelic for Gaelic medium pupils. 
 
Gàidhlig 
CnP(N) is particularly concerned that pupils who have been immersed in Gaelic for all of their 
primary education, with all the investment that this entails, are in many instances unable to 
study Gàidhlig beyond broad general education. This is primarily, we believe, a result of pupils 
being able to study only 6 subjects at 4th year in many schools (Maths and English 
compulsory, plus 4 others).  In smaller schools, due to timetabling issues, some subjects 
such as Gaelic may only appear in one column, often in competition with subjects important 
for pupils’ future career choices.  The structure is inflexible and limits pupils’ choices. 
 
The negative impact of this is evident in the figures with the decline in numbers in senior 
phase Gàidhlig, despite an increasing number of pupils coming to secondary from Gaelic 
medium primary education. 
 
Furthermore, if pupils do not study Gàidhlig in S4 it is very difficult for them to pick it up again 
in S5/6 if they have not been able to maintain their language skills through S4, for example 
by studying other subjects through the medium of Gaelic. There are however few 
opportunities for pupils to do this (see below). 
 
Gàidhlig should not be placed in competition with key subjects.  It should be treated as a core 
subject for those pupils who have come through immersion education and pupils should be 
given every encouragement to continue to study the language.  
 
Gaelic 
For the same reasons as those noted above we have also seen a decline in the numbers of 
pupils choosing to take Gaelic as a subject.  The drop in numbers is however more dramatic 
than in Gàidhlig. 
 
Subjects taught through the medium of Gaelic 
Parents have an expectation that their children will be taught through the medium of Gaelic 
from pre-school through to secondary. The reality is very different. Gaelic medium education 
at secondary has made little progress despite the recommendations in the Statutory 
Guidance for Gaelic Education and the Advice on Gaelic Education. 
 



 

Statutory Guidance: 
Schools should aim to deliver a sufficient proportion of the secondary curriculum through the 
medium of Gaelic to enable young people to continue to develop their fluency in Gaelic. 
Schools and education authorities should plan for this, taking their lead from the subjects for 
which qualifications are available from the SQA (see paragraphs 2.18-19). Some secondary 
schools with GME will offer other subject provision and this will depend on local 
circumstances and teacher availability. Schools and education authorities should collaborate 
to develop secondary level GME curriculum opportunities, sharing of expertise, courses and 
a range of delivery methods, including the use of distance learning and technology. 
 
Advice on Gaelic Education: 
The Gaelic Medium curriculum from S1 to S3 and into the senior phase remains one based 
on the principles of immersion.    
Young people need to experience a continuum of learning in the broad general education 
and the senior phase with opportunities to develop their fluency across all four contexts of 
the curriculum.   
To allow progression in immersion, schools need to aim to deliver a sufficient proportion of 
the curriculum through the medium of Gaelic.  
 Gaelic Medium Education needs to be a compulsory part of the Broad General Education up 
to the end of S3, after which learners move on into the senior phase from S4-S6. 
 
At a time when there is an increasing demand for a Gaelic speaking workforce in a range of 
careers such as: early learning and childcare; teaching; classroom support; health service; 
and development staff for national organisations; the decline in uptake of Gaelic awards is 
extremely concerning. The decline may only be partly due to the structure of the curriculum, 
but it is certainly an important factor.  
 
The situation needs to be addressed urgently or the decline in the number of pupils leaving 
school with a Gaelic qualification will almost certainly damage current endeavours to create 
a sustainable future for the language.   
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