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Dear Ms Adamson, 

Thank you for your letter of 5 February, to which the Principal has asked me to respond on her 

behalf.  

Your letter inquired about the approach to admissions for a sample of specific undergraduate degree 

programmes where these are offered, namely Medicine; Law; and Mechanical Engineering. Of these 

specific subjects we only offer a programme in Medicine. The following data addresses the three 

specific questions that you raised. It relates to 2018-19 entrants to our pre-clinical BSc Medicine 

programme, which has UCAS course code A100. 

Q1) For those applying with SQA qualifications, what was the ‘standard offer’ (as opposed to 

minimum requirements) for 2018-19 entry? 

Of the 34 BSc Medicine 2018-19 entrants who obtained a conditional offer based on SQA 

qualifications, 26 had an offer of three B grades at Advanced Higher with the other 8 requiring three 

B grades at a combination of Higher or Advanced Higher. Typically, we would expect these 

qualifications to be obtained in the same sitting although appropriate exceptions may be made. In 

addition, there were 8 entrants to BSc Medicine who received an unconditional offer based on 

previously obtained SQA qualifications. Further detail can be seen in the table below: 

 Table 1: Number of BSc Medicine entrants with SQA qualification offers by offer detail 

Offer Detail Number of Entrants 

BBB at Advanced Higher 25 

BBB at Advanced Higher including Chemistry 1 

BBB at Higher/Advanced Higher 6 

B at Higher in English & BB at Higher/Advanced Higher 1 

BB at Advanced Higher & B at Higher in Human Biology 1 

Unconditional Offer based on obtained SQA qualifications 8 

Total SQA Offer Holders 42 



  

 

 

 

 

It should also be noted that not all of our Scottish domiciled home fee entrants will enter based on 

SQA qualifications. This year there were an additional 5 Scottish domiciled home fee entrants who 

presented with either A-Levels, International Baccalaureate, FE college, or degree level 

qualifications, as well as 4 Scottish domiciled home fee entrants to BSc Medicine who progressed 

from our Gateway to Medicine programme1. 

 Q2) How many of the 2018-19 entrants were accepted onto the programme having achieved SQA 

qualifications? 

There were 34 entrants to BSc Medicine who entered having met a conditional offer based on SQA 

qualifications with an additional 8 entrants who received an unconditional offer based on previously 

obtained SQA qualifications. 

 Q3) How many 2018-19 entrants were there in total? 

In 2018-19 there were 148 entrants to A100 BSc Medicine. 

We do not feel that there have been significant changes in the last two years that are salient to the 

inquiry and, therefore, the question responses above complete our submission. We would be very 

interested to hear about the findings of the committee’s work in this area and its future plans. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Professor Paul Hibbert MBA PhD FHEA FCMI 
Vice-Principal Education, University of St Andrews 
Professor of Management 
 
 

                                                           

1 The Gateway to Medicine is a one-year programme intended to promote the uptake of higher 

education, specifically the study of Medicine, among those groups that are traditionally under-

represented at university. 

 


