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I am writing in response to your letter of 11 December 2018 following officials' appearance in 
front of the Education and Skills Committee on 28 November 2018 on data on school 
support staff. 

As I stated in my letter to Johann Lamont of 31 October 2018, and as officials stated in their 
committee appearance, I have no role in influencing the decision made by statisticians on 
the publication and presentation of statistics. It is a matter for professional statisticians how 
the data is collected, quality assured, and presented, in conjunction with listening to the 
changing needs of people who want to use the statistics. Given many of the issues you raise 
relate to exactly these issues, it is for the Chief Statistician, Roger Halliday, to provide a 
response to you on those matters and I have made him aware of your letter. 

The Committee has also asked for further information in relation to matters of policy on 
additional support for learning. I have provided information below in response to those 
points. 

Quality of data - ASN specialist school support staff 

The Committee has asked that further work is undertaken to further understand the staffing 
provision available for additional support for learning. My policy official indicated that there 
has been some consideration of changing from an input based data collection model to one 
that focuses on outcomes. The purpose of that approach is to understand better, not only 
the picture of additional support for learning in Scotland but also the outcomes that children 
and young people with additional support needs achieve, and where further work needs to 
be done to further support implementation of this policy and legislation (see Annex A). I 
would therefore suggest that the proposal made by the committee in relation to staffing 
should be considered within the context of this development. 
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Working with local authorities to produce guidance 

I hold all of those who provide support to pupils in the highest regard and recognise and 
value the important contribution they make to teaching and learning. I remain convinced that 
the needs of individual children and young people can best be identified and met by the 
people who work closely with them every day and are enabled to make decisions about their 
learning. 

My officials are already actively engaged and working collaboratively with CoSLA to identify 
the roles carried out by School Support Staff in Scotland, and the support offered to those 
individuals at a local level with the aim of enhancing the support and professional 
development offered to this workforce at a national level. 

Whilst I am committed to maintaining and improving the quality of classroom support in 
Scotland, I recognise that local authorities are the direct employers therefore offer posts that 
may vary from authority to authority, based on the nature of their duties, including those to 
identify, provide for, and to review the support for children and young people with additional 
support needs. 

Research on the experiences of children and young people with ASN 

I note that the Committee has asked that the research on the experiences of children and 
young people with additional support needs is published, whilst I reflect on the publication of 
the revised guidance on the presumption to mainstream education, in light of the Not 
Included, Not Engaged, Not Involved report. As part of the Committee's earlier report on 
Additional Support for Learning the Committee asked that the research was taken account of 
in the publication of guidance. As a result, these two pieces of work are linked, and my 
preference is to publish the research at the same time as the revised guidance document. 

Scottish Government and CoSLA officials will meet shortly to discuss the issues raised in 
this letter further. 

Yours sincerely 

JOHN SWINNEY 
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