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I have worked both part-time and full time as an instrumental music Instructor since 
graduating from the Royal Northern College of Music in 1990. During that time, I have worked 
under charged for and non-charged for instrumental teaching systems. 
 
Under a non-charged for system equity of opportunity can be provided and there are simply 
no barriers to children learning an instrument if they wish to do so. As a result, bands, 
orchestras, ensembles and choirs can be built in an atmosphere of complete equality. These 
groups can be fully integrated into school life and provide a focus for musical activity, whilst 
at the same time providing our young people with social and team skills difficult to replicate 
in any other sphere of school life. The ability to perform a function, i.e. playing music at school 
events, builds confidence and develops a sense of worth.  In well-constructed programmes, 
where performances reflect place and culture, a sense of belonging is achieved. The ability 
for a well thought out, equitable instrumental music service, to deliver the four capacities of 
CFE, i.e. successful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible 
citizens is un-paralleled. The investment of 4 million that it would cost to make the entire 
Scottish Instrumental music tuition scheme free at the point of delivery and fair and equitable 
to all, is a drop in the ocean and surely an extremely worthwhile investment when placed 
alongside the substantial benefits it would generate. 
 
A charged for system produces inequality across the piste, especially for the lower end of 
middle class earners who are ‘just getting by’. For these families the choices often come 
down to paying the fuel bill or instrumental lessons. As a result, this system produces 
orchestras, bands and ensembles populated by the children of higher income families. The 
groups formed cannot be seen as representative of the school population and access is not 
open to all. 
 
In a charged for system huge drop off occurs when YMI funding comes to an end-on transition 
from primary to secondary-simply because families cannot afford to pay. This produces 
disappointment all round for parents, pupils and instrumental staff. Finally, I would like to 
point out to the committee that there is a difference between classroom music, which aims to 
give an all-round musical education including: history, composition, theory and listening and 
instrumental music, which seeks to teach children to play. Classroom music can only provide 
a limited amount of input into practical instrumental skills. To be effective classroom music 
needs to be supported by a well-funded instrumental music service. Scotland’s musical and 
cultural future depends on the government recognising the importance of ring fencing enough 
investment for an instrumental music tuition system that supports the development of young 
musicians from primary through to final year of secondary. The benefits of such an 
investment, to all areas of our young people’s education, would be simply incalculable. 
 

 

 


