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I was asked by Scottish Government to Chair the Instrumental Music Group (IMG), starting 
in January 2013, made up of key stakeholders in Scotland to examine the issues surrounding 
the provision of Instrumental Music Tuition (IMT). 
 
The remit included investigating, within five months, the circumstances and practices of Local 
Authorities’ provision and policies for IMT services. In particular the practice of Local 
Authorities charging for such provision for pupils taking SQA exams, as well as charging for 
instrumental music tuition in general. 
 
IMT is an additional and discretionary service where Local Authorities decide what and how 
to provide IMT depending on local circumstances, priorities and traditions. 
Since there was no overview of the varied position across Scotland the Local Government 
Improvement Service offered to gather and analyse a fuller picture of instrumental provision 
from all 32 Local Authorities. 
 
The findings of this research assisted the Group’s recommendations with key findings such 
as: 

• There were wide variations between instrumental music policies in Local Authorities. 
Overall, tuition charges are only one consideration regarding access to IMT.  Many 
other features such as range and number of instruments and instructors, and selection 
procedures and concessions also affect access to the service. 

• All instrumental music services are substantially subsidised by Local Government 
(charging currently funds almost 20% of the total budget for IMT). 

• There is no systematic relationship between the take up rate of IMT in terms of the 
percentage of pupils participating and whether a Council charges for this or not or the 
level of fee they charge. 

 
To summarise the relevant IMG recommendations regarding charging the IMG concluded as 
follows: 

• The provision of instrumental music services by all Local Authorities is unique, highly 
valued and helps deliver Curriculum for Excellence. 

• Local Authorities should review their charging policies and concessionary schemes to 
ensure that pupils in their area are not prevented from learning a musical instrument 
because of their background, location, disability or financial circumstances.  Local 
Authorities should be willing to share good practice on availability, access to and the 
transparency of their concession and charging policies including consultation on these 
matters. 

• The five local Authorities that charged for IMT associated with SQA exams, when the 
IMG first met, had recently decided to either rescind such charges or review them with 
the aim of ceasing the charge. 
 

I hope that you find this brief summary of the IMG issues useful in your Committee’s 
deliberations.  I am afraid that the very short notice I received for this ‘written view’ has limited 
my observations on your enquiry to the IMG remint and associated findings.  However, the 



IMG was followed up the Instrumental Music Education Strategy Group (MESG) involving 
many more key stakeholders and a wider agenda.  This has now evolved into the Music 
Education Partnership Group (MEPG) which is chaired by Professor John Wallace. 
 
 

 


