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I am a parent of 3 children, I never had the opportunity to learn a musical instrument 

but I wanted my children to have that opportunity.  The reason I feel music tuition is 

so important firstly it was so my children could grow up as well rounded individually 

who had the chance to develop creatively as well as academically.  I ensured that 

they had the opportunity to be involved in art, dance and drama activities.  Two of my 

children have been diagnosed with dyslexia and dyspraxia, music has had a huge 

positive effect on them.  I do believe that learning music has helped them develop 

sequencing, maths skills- through timing, counting and rhythm, learning to write 

music has improved their reading, confidence and sense of accomplishment, 

coordination, concentration teamwork, and a sense of belonging to a group where 

they are equal partners despite their disability.  For me as a parent to be able to 

watch them perform with a group of their peers has been amazing.  There is 

evidence to suggest that music helps to make better connections in the brain 

especially between the two sides of the brain. 

As a single parent I cannot afford to pay for private tuition or the ridiculous fees that 

Clackmannanshire Council are charging, because I have been studying at uni I have 

qualified for reduced fees this will not be the case next year and my daughter is only 

in S2 and has been having tuition since P2.   There should be more music in schools 

rather than last, the amount of collaborative working and higher order skills that are 

used when playing in groups brings huge benefits and its fun.  

My son went on to achieve an Advanced Higher in Music and study a HND in sound 

production.   I hope my daughter gets the same opportunities.  My middle child who 

is not dyslexic but has struggled with being really shy also benefited from music 

tuition and being able to gain the confidence to play in an ensemble.  Don’t make 

music tuition unreachable and elitist. 

Thank you for your attention to this very important matter. 

Thank you 

Emer Kennedy 

 

 


