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 8th June 2018 
Dear Jamie 
 
The Committee held its first evidence session as part of its short inquiry into 
Developing Scotland's Young Workforce on Wednesday. 
 
During evidence the funding for DYW was raised in questioning, this was in part 
based on the following extract of the SPICe themes paper for the session: 
 
 Funding  
 Recommendation 2 [of the DYW Commission report] states that “A focus on 
preparing all young people for employment should form a core element of the 
implementation of Curriculum for Excellence with  appropriate resource 
dedicated to achieve this. “  
 
 In the first two years of DYW there was specific financial investment (£12 
million in 2014-15 and £16.6 million in 2015-16) to enable partners to build capacity 
and test out new approaches in the development  phase of the programme. That 
budget came to an end, as planned, in financial year 2015-16 as the programme was 
intended to be supported as part of mainstream budgets. 
 
 A number of submissions suggest there is a need for additional resources to 
support implementation of DYW, specifically for additional staff time in schools (EiS, 
SSTA, Connect)… 
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 The 2018-19 Scottish budget includes a funding line of £12 million for young 
person specific employability and training interventions. This comes in addition to 
other funding allocated through Skills  Development Scotland (SDS), Scottish 
Funding Council (SFC), and local authorities. It is not clear how this fits with DYW 
activity (if at all) or whether this is new funding intended to support the 
 recommendations in the Learner Journey Review. 
 
Following the evidence session the Committee agreed that I should write to you 
seeking information on this £12 million funding line. The Committee would appreciate 
information on the intended use of this funding. Specifically:  
 

 which organisations this funding has been delegated to or whether it remains 
at Government level;  

 whether the funding relates to Government level strategic work such as on the 
Learner Journey Review or specific operational pieces of work; 

 whether the funding is for DYW implementation or the Learner Journey 
Review (and details of the split in funding if it is for both); and 

 whether figures are available breaking down funding by intended outcome, for 
example funding to assist delivery of KPIs and other targets associated with 
DYW. 

 
I should be very grateful if you could provide this information to the Committee, 
ideally by close of play on Thursday 14th June in order to ensure it can be factored 
into Committee papers and scrutinised during your evidence on Wednesday 20th 
June. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

  
JAMES DORNAN MSP 
CONVENER 


