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Dear James, 

Thank you for your letter of 24 January 2018. 

As is entirely right and proper, Scottish Government officials and I have engaged with a 
range of stakeholders during the initial consideration of the Information Sharing Bill. Having 
followed the evidence, it was clear to me we needed to engage with stakeholders to try to 
better understand their concerns. That dialogue was crucial to help inform the letter I wrote 
to the Committee on 6 November which set out significant changes to the Government’s 
approach to try to address the issues raised by stakeholders. 

I informed Members of this during my evidence session before the Committee on 8 
November during which I answered a number of questions on this subject. I also made 
reference to this issue in my letter to the Committee on 29 November 2018. 

The FOI release simply sets out the detail of engagement that took place with stakeholders 
which had already been the subject of discussion at the Committee. 

The Scottish Government believes it is good practice to engage widely with stakeholders in 
the preparation of legislation. This activity seeks to ensure that those with significant 
experience, knowledge and expertise in this area are heard, listened to and given the 
opportunity to continue to shape and influence legislation and policy which affects them and 
crucially, the children and families whom they support. 

As I have said previously, I will continue to offer such opportunities for engagement with 
stakeholders during the Bill’s passage in the interests of promoting better outcomes for 
children and families. 

  JOHN SWINNEY 
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