
Name of Institution  University of Dundee 

List of Teacher Education Programmes 
offered 

MA Education 

PGDE (P/S) 

Question 1 - School Placements 
 
For each programme:  the number of 
school placements, the length of time of 
each placement and the place of the 
placement in each programme 
 
 
 
 

MA Education 

Year 1 Semester 2 - 6 weeks  

Year 2 Semester 2 – 6 weeks (outwith Scottish 

mainstream school) 

Year 3 Semester 2 8 weeks 

Year 4 Semester 2 11 weeks 

 

PGDE (P/S) 

3  x 6 week placements in three schools 

 

Placements are an opportunity for students to 

see the development of pupils’ literacy and 

numeracy skills modelled by more experienced 

school based colleagues.  

 

Proportion of study time used for practical 
experience 
 
 

MA Education 

34% of programme time is on placement 

 

PGDE (P/S) 

50% 

 

University arrangements for travel and 
subsistence for school placements  
 
 

Students submit an estimate of travel cost prior 

to placement, claiming for the additional cost of 

travel compared to their usual University 

commute.  In extenuating circumstances 

students may be given funds in advance of the 

placement (e.g. to purchase a season train 

ticket).  Typically students may claim on a 

monthly basis but many students choose to 

submit at the end of placement. 

 

Question 2 – Additional Support Needs, 
Behaviour Management and Online 
Safety 
 
Programme content and time given to these 
areas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MA Education 

Additional Support Needs  inputs  include 

Inclusive Practice 

GIRFEC 

Framework for Inclusion 

Relevant legislation 

Child Protection 

Differentiation 

Atypical Development 

Case studies of typical support needs present in 

classrooms 

 

Behaviour Management inputs include 

Classroom organisation and management 

Promoting positive behaviour 

Restorative practice 

Motivating Children for learning 

Behaviourist theory 

 

Online Safety inputs include 



Embedded in the programme is the positive use 

of social media and digital technology. 

WordPress ePortfolio via GLOW designed to 

help nurture and grow Donaldson’s vision of the 

digitally collegiate and reflective teacher 

Social Media directly linking to the guidance for 

GTCS 

CEOP Materials and Guidance 

NSPCC Materials and Guidance 

Think U Know Materials and Guidance 

 

 

PGDE(P/S) 

Additional Support Needs inputs include 

Inclusive practice 

Interagency working 

Differentiation 

Dyslexia (Toolkit) 

Autism 

(Module assignment focuses specifically on 

Inclusive Practice) 

 

Behaviour Management inputs include 

Motivational Theory 

Behaviour Management 

Behaviour Management Strategies 

Learning Theories 

Restorative Practice 

Classroom Organisation and Management 

Regular tutorials and professional conversations 

with University tutors relating to behaviour 

management issues on placement 

 

Online Safety inputs include 

Embedded in the programme is the positive use 

of social media and digital technology. 

Social Media directly linking to the guidance for 

GTCS 

CEOP Materials and Guidance 

NSPCC Materials and Guidance 

Think U Know Materials and Guidance 

 

Students are expected to draw from educational 

literature and pedagogical theory during 

professional practice to support them in 

behaviour management and ASN issues 

pertinent to each placement. This enables 

students to contextualise their learning putting 

into practice the process and agency required to 

meet the needs of all learners. 

 

 

 

Question 3 – Numeracy qualifications for 
entry to primary education programmes 

The numeracy requirement for the MA 

Education is a B at National 5 in Mathematics 



 
University perspective on the numeracy 
entrance requirements for primary teaching 
 
 
 

or Life Skills Mathematics or equivalent. 

 

The numeracy requirement for PGDE (P) is 

National 5 at Grade C or GSCE Mathematics at 

grade A or B or an acceptable equivalent. 

 

Our research informed perspective is that 

National 5 or equivalent is sufficient to equip 

student teachers with the subject knowledge 

required to teach at primary level. A 

qualification at a higher level would not equip 

students any better with the pedagogical skills 

and knowledge required to teach primary 

mathematics. 

 

 

Time spent on numeracy during primary 
programmes 
 
 

This information is available in the NIF Report 

available online. 

Question 4 – Literacy and Numeracy 
 
University perspective on the practical 
techniques of how to deliver literacy and 
numeracy 
 
 
 
 

The recently accredited programmes were 

designed with inputs from LA representatives, 

Headteachers and recent graduates especially in 

key themes of literacy and numeracy. 

The University of Dundee introduces students to 

theoretical and pedagogical approaches to the 

teaching and learning of literacy and numeracy. 

We enable a critically analytical perspective to 

pedagogical approaches and effective practices 

rather than teaching according to specific or 

prescriptive reading and writing or 

mathematical schemes. 

 

Any courses offered for literacy and 
numeracy  

Additional Support for Students’ own Literacy 

and Numeracy 

 

All student teachers in Scotland can access the 

National Online Mathematics Assessment and 

use it as a diagnostic tool to support their 

numeracy development. 

 

An equivalent online diagnostic tool in literacy 

is offered to University of Dundee students in 

the form of our Online Language Assessment 

which focuses on aspects of spelling, grammar 

and punctuation.  

 

On the undergraduate programme, students are 

offered the opportunity to address 

communication issues by correcting technical 

errors following formative feedback from tutors. 

 

All students can access academic skills support 

through the University Centre for the 



Enhancement of Academic Skills Teaching, 

Learning and Employability (CASTLE). 

 

Additional support to enhance students’ 

numeracy skills is offered to PGDE(P) students 

by University of Dundee Mathematics 

undergraduates in the form of peer workshops. 

 

 

 

 

 


