


Name of Institution  University of Glasgow 

List of Teacher 

Education 

Programmes offered 

 

PGDE Primary 

PGDE Secondary; Maths, English, Modern Languages, Physics, Chemistry, 

Biology, Modern Studies, History, Geography, Computing, Art and Design and 

Business Studies.  

BTechEd 

MARPE 

MEduc 

 

Question 1 - School 

Placements 

 

For each programme:  

the number of school 

placements, the length 

of time of each 

placement and the place 

of the placement in each 

programme 

 

 

See Appendix 1 

Proportion of study time 

used for practical 

experience 

 

 

See Appendix 1 

University 

arrangements for travel 

and subsistence for 

school placements  

1. Travel times can be up to 90 minutes from term-time address to school (one 

way) by public transport; however, in very exceptional circumstances this 

may be increased to 120 minutes.  

2. When placement information is received from SPS, in the first instance 

admin staff manually match students to schools to minimise travel time. 

3. Any student whose journey is more than 90 minutes by public transport will 

be supported through the use of taxis (ordered and paid at source by the 

University) to reduce travel time. This is done in consultation with the 

student to allow them to choose where the support would be most helpful. 

4. Students who travel by car will have a maximum travel time of 60 minutes 

one way from term-time address. 

5. All expenses greater than the cost of the normal journey to university from 

term-time address will be reimbursed to the student on evidence of receipts. 

This is generally done at the end of the placement by electronic submission. 

In cases where the expenses are considerable, it can be claimed weekly 

rather than at the end of the placement. 

Question 2 – 

Additional Support 

Needs, Behaviour 

Management and 

Online Safety 

 

Programme content and 

time given to these 

areas 

 

Glasgow University’s School of Education provides distinct lectures and seminars 

on the three themes of: Additional Support Needs, Behaviour Management and 

Online Safety. The breakdown of these sessions is listed below. In addition, 

students also have the opportunity to develop their knowledge and skill sets in 

relation to these three themes via an integrated approach to Teacher Education 

preparation. Literature, policy and research underpin teaching on the Master of 

Education and the sessions below incorporate learning that is based on theory 

interwoven with practice. While much of course content in University examines a 

theoretical perspective, students are required to engage with relevant policies in 

each of the themed areas.  

 

ITE at Glasgow University follows a Partnership approach to Teacher Education 

and in addition to the theoretical framework that underpins practice preparation, 

students are required to focus on aspects of ASN, Behaviour Management and 

Online Safety while on placement in order to engage in Partnership Seminars, 



Learning Rounds and Post-Observation Discussions. In doing so, students are 

encouraged to identify and explore the links between theory and practice. 

Additionally, students are encouraged to reflect on their own practice in relation 

to these key themes by recording their experiences and thinking in weekly 

evaluations.  

 

The design of ITE is intended to establish a foundation of understanding and 

engagement in the early years of the programme, which can then be developed as 

the student progresses towards a point of significant responsibility in their MEduc 

journey. A particularly strong focus is placed on Inclusive Education when 

students engage with a 30 credit course based on Enquiry in relation to Inclusive 

Education.   

 

During Initial Teacher Education at The University of Glasgow, students 

experience the following in relation to Additional Support Needs, behaviour 

management and online safety:  

 

ASN  
Policy and legislative context of inclusive Education 

Moral and philosophical context of Inclusive Education  

 

Online Safety  
Child Protection; professionalism, policy, policy in practice 

 

ASN   
Curriculum Development & CfE as an Inclusive Framework 

 

Online Safety   
Examining Child Protection policy in preparation for working in a diverse 

classroom 

 

Behaviour Management  
Developing positive relationships 

 

ASN  
Inclusive Pedagogies; organising learning for a range of learners in the class in 

preparation for placement  

 

Online Safety   
The responsible practitioner 

 

Behaviour Management  – strategies for managing behaviour in the classroom 

 

ASN  
Theory and background in relation to inclusive education and inclusive 

pedagogies 

Visiting lectures from practitioners in the field from a range on contexts 

Reflecting on own inclusive values and practices 

1 day in ASN school 

Engaging in Practitioner Enquiry: Inclusive Education (6000 words) 

 

Online Safety  
The responsible professional 

 

Behaviour Management  
Better Relationships, Better Learning, Better Behaviour 

 



Question 3 – 

Numeracy 

qualifications for 

entry to primary 

education 

programmes 

 

University perspective 

on the numeracy 

entrance requirements 

for primary teaching 

 

In terms of numeracy requirements on entrance, the School of Education would 

welcome a review of this aspect of qualification for entrance. On entrance, all 

teacher education must have a pass in National 5 Maths.  If the National 5 

qualification is deemed insufficient - the School of Education is open-minded 

about whether this is the case - then the School would be happy to discuss with 

relevant stakeholders whether changes in level, or in nature of qualification in 

Numeracy should be made to the Memorandum which states the qualification 

levels for all teachers in Scotland.  

 

Time spent on 

numeracy during 

primary programmes 

 

This information is available in the NIF Report available online at:  

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0051/00518170.pdf 

 

Question 4 – Literacy 

and Numeracy 

 

University perspective 

on the practical 

techniques of how to 

deliver literacy and 

numeracy 

 

 

 

 

As far as numeracy is concerned, this is taught throughout all our teacher 

education programmes. Usually this takes the form of a lecture that outlines the 

purposes of numeracy teaching, common barriers to learning that face children at 

various stages of their development and understanding of principles of number.  

This is then followed by a practical session in which students may watch videos 

of good classroom practice before undertaking an activity which enables them to 

engage in practice by thinking through how to teach a numeracy process to a 

particular age and stage and what sorts of resources might be helpful to that.  This 

learning is developed in the partnership model where students observe the 

teaching of numeracy in the classroom and begin to construct lessons for small 

groups and whole classes.  It is in these blocks of School Experience where 

students are in classrooms from 9am until at least 3.30pm that they repeat, expand 

and develop what area of the numeracy curriculum they are dealing with, how that 

will be expressed as a lesson (either a single lesson or a series of lessons), what 

resources they will use, what adjustments they will make to ensure that all 

learners (those with additional support needs from autism to English as an 

additional language) and how the student teacher will know, through assessment, 

what their pupils have learned. The student teacher will then reflect on what went 

well in the lesson and what needs to be improved, usually with the class teacher 

who is the expert with whom the student teacher deals most of the time. This is 

where most of the practical focus on developing student teachers’ practice in 

literacy and numeracy takes place. In all programmes it is roughly half of the 

number of weeks that constitute the programme.  

In addition to the discrete focus on teaching numeracy, there is also a clear focus 

on teaching literacy and numeracy in every lesson. When planning, each student 

teacher will make explicit how the lesson will develop literacy and numeracy 

through other areas of the curriculum.   

Student teachers are also aware of the expanding knowledge available to them to 

understand new approaches to teaching numeracy. Through professional enquiry, 

we teach them to be able to look for areas of their own practice that they need to 

develop so that they understand they have a professional responsibility to access 

knowledge which can help them improve practice.  

 

Any courses offered for 

literacy and numeracy  

See Appendices 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6. 

 

It is not surprising to hear that student teachers wish for a greater focus on the 

practical techniques of teaching literacy and numeracy.  Teacher education 

students are, by nature, very organised and conscientious people, which is why 

they are valuable members of the profession. As students at the end of a 4-year 

programme or at the end of a 1-year programme, they are acutely aware of the 

differences in practice between themselves and more experienced practitioners.  



There is a limit, however, to how much learning about teaching can be 

experienced in relatively short periods of time. Programmes of initial teacher 

education enable those on them to make a confident and practical start in the 

profession. But by no means are these beginning teachers the ‘finished article’.  In 

order for them to continue to progress in their learning, they need to move on to a 

nationally approved programme of teacher update to keep their learning 

developing over the course of their careers. Career-long learning is crucial 

because we know from the research that after five or six years, what has been 

taught in the initial phase of their teacher education ‘washes out’ and teachers 

take their learning from the schools in which they teach. It is illogical to think that 

if a teacher of ten years’ experience has in their class a child who does not learn to 

count in the way that other children do, that she or he will be able to remember 

alternative forms of teaching numeracy from her/his initial programme. If that 

teacher is to avoid assuming that it is the child’s problem, then she/he needs to 

have access to the most contemporary knowledge available and the time to 

assimilate it to apply it in the classroom.  

 

 

  



Appendix 1.  

School Experience Information for ITE Programmes 

 

 

 

  Duration of 

placement  

Start 

Date 

End 

Date  

No 

Weeks 

Days/ 

week 

BTech  Year 1 25 days 24-Apr 26-May 5 5 

Year 2 30 days 09-Jan 17-Feb 6 5 

Year 3 34 days 30-Aug 14-Oct 7 1x4, 6x5 

Year 4 50 days 09-Jan 17-Mar 10 5 

       

MARE  Year 1 24 days 18-Apr 19-May 5 1x4, 4x5 

Year 2  44 days  20-Feb 24-Mar 5 4 

18-Apr 26-May 6 1x4, 5x5 

Year 3 40 days 26-Sep 02-Dec 10 4 

Year 4 55 days 09-Jan 24-Mar 11 5 

       

MEduc Year 1 8 days 23-Nov 20-Apr  2x3, 1x2 

Year 2 21 days 6-Sep 15-Sep 2 2x4 

15-May 25-May 2 1x5, 1x4 

Year 3 55 days 31-Oct 02-Dec 5 5 

13-Mar 24-Mar 2 

24-Apr 19-May 4 

 Year 4 60 days 8 Jan 30 Mar 12 5 

       

BEd  Year 4 60 days 5-Dec 16-Dec 2 5 

9-Jan 17-Mar 10 

       

PGDE  100 days 19-Sep 30-Sep 2 5 

7-Nov 16-Dec 6 

6-Feb 17-Mar 6 

18-Apr 26-May 6 



Appendix 2.  

PGDE Primary Literacy and English Course Schedule 

Wk 

No. 

Topic Mode of 

Delivery 

Essential Reading Student Tasks 

0 Pre-course reading 

and tasks 

Self -study C for E: Literacy and 

English Principles and 

Practice; Literacy 

Definitions 

Complete Literacy 

activities provided and 

bring to first seminar 

1 Cycles of Teaching 

and Learning –

Aims: To develop an 

understanding of the 

central role of texts 

as an impetus for 

wider learning 

To develop and 

understanding of 

how literacy is 

developed and 

understood within 

the Scottish policy 

context.  

 

Lecture + 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

Read On Get On 

Capacity Building 

Series: Critical 

Literacy 

Reflection on topic 

2 Texts that Teach: 

Writing Genres -

Aim: 

To examine the 

central role of texts 

in the teaching of 

reading, writing, 

talking and listening 

 

Lecture + 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

(NB these are 

extensive lists in 

addition to the reading 

lists identified with the 

library) 

 

Directed Study Task: 

reading Autobiography 

3 Shared Reading: 

Whole Class 

strategies – Aims: 

(these are for this 

week and next) 

 

Become familiar 

with the principles 

of shared, guided 

and reciprocal 

reading as teaching 

contexts and 

strategies 

 

Describe the 

difference between 

shared, guided and 

reciprocal reading 

 

Identify benefits of 

these approaches for 

pupils and teachers 

and recognise that 

Lecture + 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

* The International 

Academy of 

Education: Teaching 

Reading 

* The Reading Process 

(Professional 

Development Service 

for Teachers) 

*Teaching 

Comprehension and 

critical literacy: 

investigating guided 

reading in three 

primary classrooms 

Try out a shared reading 

exercise 

 

Develop additional 

approaches to responding 

to a text 



these are strategies 

for pupil progression 

towards independent 

reading and learning 

 

4 Guided and 

Reciprocal 

Reading: Group 

and Individual 

Strategies 

Aims – as week 3 

 

Lecture + 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

 

Why the ‘Fab Five’ 

should become the 

‘Big Six’  

Konza (2014) 

 

Interchange 39 

Methods of Teaching 

Reading: Key issues 

for research and 

implications for 

Practice 

Generate a DART reading 

task based on lecture and 

seminar guidance. Post on 

Moodle 

5 Talking and 

Listening – Aims 

To identify the 

different purposes of 

talking and listening 

 

To explore the 

varieties of talk 

including individual, 

group and whole 

class talk 

 

To interrogate the 

concept of 

interthinking 

 

To focus on dialogic 

pedagogy 

Lecture + 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

 

Mercer, N and 

Littleton, K. 

(2007) Dialogue and 

Development of 

Children’s Thinking: a 

sociocultural 

approach, New York, 

Routledge (electronic 

resource) Chapters 1 

and 4 

 

Analyse an example of 

talk – video or pdf version 

–Does it qualify as 

dialogic talk. Defend your 

answer. 

6 Raising Attainment 

in Writing 

(Visiting speaker- 

Dr Moira Brown) 

Lecture + 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

 

Complete assessment of 

sample scripts 

7 Effective Language 

Learning: 

Supporting 

Diversity 

Lecture + 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

 

Count us in, A Sense 

of belonging: meeting 

the needs of children 

and young people 

newly arrived in 

Scotland  

 

New Arrivals 

Excellence 

Programme Guidance 

 

Childhood and 

Diversity: reflection to 

Continuation/completion 

of the seminar task 



Action McAdam.J and 

Arizpe, E 

 

8 Knowledge about 

Language – Aims 

To define the 

purpose of language 

 

to be able to identify 

how language is 

organised 

 

to recognise how it 

fits in to cycles of 

teaching and 

learning 

 

to identify 

approaches for use 

with EAL students 

 

Cycles of Teaching 

and learning 

 

Lecture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

 

Student group displays 

9 The Public Face of 

Literacy 

Teaching/Setting 

up the Literacy 

Classroom 

Lecture + 

Seminar 

 Literacy lesson plans 

 Emergent Literacy 

Reading and 

Preparation 

Self Study Progression in Phonics 

Writing it Right 

Developing Early 

Writing 

Post Placement reflection 

(On Moddle) 

10 Emergent Literacy 

Aims: 

To examine 

children’s 

development in 

reading and writing 

in pre-school 

settings 

 

To introduce and 

interrogate the term 

emergent literacy 

development 

Lecture + 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

 

Develop extension 

activities based on video 

clip material 

11 Phonics –aims 

To identify the role 

of phonics in 

developing reading  

 

To discern key 

issues in effective 

teaching 

 

To evaluate recent 

debates in the 

Lecture + 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

 

Making Sense of 

Phonics 

 

Progression and Pace 

in Phonics 

 

Phonological 

Awareness 

 



teaching of reading 

 

 

Knowledge in Action 

Briefing: Early 

Reading 

12 Early Years 

Literacy aims 

Identify early 

reading skills 

 

Pedagogies for 

reading into writing 

 

Explore and evaluate 

early writing 

approaches 

 

 

Writing in the 

early years 

Lecture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

 

Professional Learning 

Paper: Assessing 

progress in Literacy 

and English 

 

Literacy and English: 

assessing progress and 

achievement  

 

3-18 Literacy and 

English Review 

 

Knowledge of 

Language 

Handwriting practise 

13 Assessment in 

Literacy aims: 

To review the 

concepts of 

formative, 

summative, and 

ipsative assessment 

 

To develop 

knowledge of the 

place of assessment 

in the learning and 

teaching process 

 

To develop the skills 

required to assess 

close reading and 

writing  

 

To prepare students 

for the classroom 

 

Lecture + 

Seminar 

SSLN Assessment 

criteria 

Marking of exemplar 

scripts 

14 The Public Face of 

Literacy: Literacy 

under the 

Microscope aims 

 

To review the public 

perception of 

literacy standards 

 

To evaluate 

Government policies 

and strategies 

concerning Literacy 

 

Lecture + 

Seminar 

Recent policy 

documents and 

government 

publications (very 

recent!) 

Professional Development 

Targets: Literacy 



To consider 

potential 

developments in 

literacy teaching and 

consider the role of 

the teacher 

 Additional 

resource 

Poetry for 

Primaries 

Self study The Poetry Toolkit 

Scottish Poetry 

Library Teachers’ 

Resources 

The Poetry friendly 

Classroom 

 

 

  



Appendix 3. 

Primary Mathematics Course Schedule 

Wk 

No. 

Topic Mode of 

Delivery 

Essential Reading Suggested Reading Student Tasks 

0 Pre-course 

reading and 

tasks 

Self -

study 

numeracy across 

learning Principles and 

practice document 

Haylock, D., Manning, 

R.(2014) Mathematics 

Explained for Primary 

Teachers, Fifth Edition. 

London: SAGE 

chapters 1,2,3 

Hansen, A. (2014) 

Children’s Errors in 

Mathematics, Third 

Edition. London: 

Learning Matters. 

chapters 1 

 

 

Haylock, D. (2014) 

Student Workbook 

for Mathematics 

Explained for 

Primary Teachers. 

London: SAGE P1-3 

1 Introduction and 

Number System 

 

Lecture 

+ 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

CfE E&Os numeracy 

and mathematics 

Haylock & Manning- 

chapter 6  

 

 

Butterworth, B. 

(1999) The 

mathematical Brain. 

London: Macmillan 

Grauberg, E. (1998) 

Elementary 

Mathematics and 

Language Difficulties  

NCETM website 

identify the E&Os 

for given worksheets 

considering the level 

(early/ first/ second) 

 

Hansen, chapter 3 

2 Calculating 

Structures: 

Add & Subtract 

Lecture 

+ 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

Haylock & Manning- 

chapter 7 and 9 

 

Haylock, Student 

Workbook chapter 7 

and 9 

Manipulatives in the 

classroom report 

Developing the use of 

visuals 

representations in the 

primary classroom  

Hansen, chapter 4 

prepare a short 

response to the 

Professional 

Learning Paper: 

Assessing progress 

and achievement in 

Numeracy and 

Mathematics  

 

3 Calculating 

Structures: 

Multiply & 

Divide 

Lecture 

+ 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

Haylock & Manning- 

chapter 10, 11 and 12 

 

 

Haylock, Student 

Workbook chapter 10 

and 12 

Tandi, Clausen-May 

(2013) Teaching 

Mathematics Visually 

&Actively- Chapter 3 

Hansen, chapter 5 



4 Problem 

Solving 

 

Lecture 

+ 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

 

Haylock & Manning- 

chapter 4 and 5 

I can solve problems 

resources 

Beam Resources 

BBC Problem solving 

clips 

Planning: 

preparation of 

micro-teaching task 

first level 

5 Fractions 

 

Lecture 

+ 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

Haylock & Manning- 

chapter 15  

Haylock, Student 

Workbook chapter  15 

SSLN-fractions 

Hansen, chapter 6.1 

devise an active 

learning activity 

involving fractions 

6 Decimals Lecture 

+ 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

 

Haylock & Manning- 

chapter 16 and 18 

Haylock, Student 

Workbook chapter  16 

 

Hansen, chapter 6.2 

Concept cartoon 

task 

7 Mental Maths Lecture 

+ 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

 

Haylock & Manning- 

chapter 8 

 

Haylock, Student 

Workbook chapter  8 

and 11 

MathsonTrack 

website 

Patilla, P. Mental 

Maths resources 

Hansen, chapter 2 

8 2-D Shape & 3-

D Objects 

 

Lecture 

+ 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

 

Haylock & Manning- 

chapter  

Hansen, chapter  Haylock, Student 

Workbook p63-64  

9 Time Lecture 

+ 

Seminar 

Haylock & Manning- 

chapter 22 

SSLN Time staff cpd 

document 

Haylock, Student 

Workbook chapter   

Hansen, pages 125-6 

Mirco-teaching early 

level 

10 Measure Lecture 

+ 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

 

Haylock & Manning- 

page 325-345 

Haylock, Student 

Workbook 

Measurement 

Assessment Examples 

Hansen, chapter 8 

Prepare a rich task 

for an aspect of 

measure 

11 Algebra Lecture Reading lists from Haylock, Student Hansen, chapter 7 



+ 

Seminar 

PPTs  

 

Haylock & Manning- 

chapter 20 

Workbook 

 

12 Angles & 

Bearings 

&Symmetry 

Lecture 

+ 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

 

Haylock & Manning- 

chapter 24 

Haylock, Student 

Workbook 

 p578-594 

Hansen, chapter 25 

13 Handling Data Lecture 

+ 

Seminar 

Reading lists from 

PPTs  

 

Haylock & Manning- 

chapter 27, 28,29 

Haylock, Student 

Workbook 

 p645-681 

Significant aspect of 

learning 

Hansen, chapter 10 

Design an activity 

and devise questions 

that probe learning 

and develop the 

required skills for 

each early, first or 

second level 

14 IDL Lecture 

+ 

Seminar 

IDL Research Paper 

Education Scotland 

IDL Guide 

 Microteaching 

second  level 

 

  



Appendix 4.  

Initial Teacher Education, University of Glasgow. Primary Mathematics Programme 

 

PGDE and MEd Primary Mathematics courses at the University of Glasgow are designed to help student 

teachers develop their understanding of the subject, of current good classroom practice and how pupils can 

best be supported in their learning. All of this is underpinned by a commitment to supporting students in their 

professional development so that they enter the profession as an enthusiastic and highly skilled teacher. 

A significant amount of independent study is also expected for professional reading to further strengthen 

student’s pedagogical and conceptual understanding in Maths and Numeracy. Student teachers attend weekly 

lectures giving them the theoretical background to each of the core topics followed by practical seminars 

where active and collaborative approaches and resources for practice are explored. Practitioners are also 

invited as guest speakers to provide examples of the most up-to date best practice. Students are asked to 

think about pupils' learning and how best to plan, organise and assess lessons that allow all pupils to be 

active and successful. Again, we interweave practice and research to help them to develop ideas about how 

pupils learn - and what to be aware of that might inhibit learning. There has been an increased awareness in 

recent years of discussing trends around the SSLN and exploring children’s errors and how these can be 

addressed. 

Mathematics is a subject with a high profile in the curriculum yet is one about which many learners can have 

negative feelings. We explore the nature of mathematics and the teaching of mathematics and how this might 

affect pupil enjoyment and engagement.  

 

The main aims of the course are as follows: 

 develop a secure understanding of the concepts, principles and processes of mathematics and apply 

these in different contexts, including the world of work 

 engage with more abstract mathematical concepts and develop important new kinds of thinking 

 understand the application of mathematics, its impact on our society past and present, and its potential 

for the future 

 develop essential numeracy skills which will allow full participation in society 

 establish firm foundations for further specialist learning 

 understand that successful independent living requires financial awareness, effective money 

 management, using schedules and other related skills 

 interpret numerical information appropriately and use it to draw conclusions, assess risk, and make 

reasoned evaluations and informed decisions 

 apply skills and understanding creatively and logically to solve problems, within a variety of contexts 

 appreciate how the imaginative and effective use of technologies can enhance the development of skills 

and concepts. 

 



Topics covered include: number systems, addition and subtraction, multiplication and division, mental 

maths, fractions, decimals and percentages, measure, time, pre-algebraic thinking, Handling Data, Angles, 

2D &3D shape, problem solving 

 

Feedback from current student on PGDE course 

 

Maths teaching on the PGDE course, Glasgow University.  

 

As someone who had not practiced their maths for some years, I was a little anxious about how the maths 

lectures and seminars would support my teaching practice – would they overwhelm me with information or 

leave me without enough direction? My experience has been a well scaffolded balance between theoretical 

and practical considerations. I found that each subject was presented in a grass-roots, hands-on way that 

ensured we as students had a good grounding in each area of Maths, and across the levels. We tried out the 

practicalities and common pitfalls of teaching and learning, and were given ample support with resources. 

That this has been a thoughtfully designed and well delivered course is evidenced by the ease with which, 

certainly my group of peers, have engaged with and delivered maths and numeracy on placement. 

  



Appendix 5.  

Literacy and English Course Outline 

 

Three sessions in January, this year cut to 2 to accommodate a Big Data input. The lectures provide an 

introduction to Literacy and English. 

Session 1 Powerpoint for the students to work through using self-study 

Lecture 1: Constructing Literacies and literate learners in the classroom – examine the idea of literacy 

as a selective practice 

                    

Explore the concept of multiliteracies 

                    

Consider what critical literacy is and what it looks like in classrooms 

                 

Consider ourselves as literate individuals 

 

Definitions of literacy; schooled literacy as a selective tradition; working with multi-modal readers; key 

understandings about texts for 21st century readers; the Four Resources model; 

   

Further Reading  

   

References and further reading on PPT 3 papers to be read before the lecture: Critical Literacy (from the 

Capacity Building Series) 

         

Out of the Box: Critical literacy in a First-grade classroom in Language Arts Vol 82 No2 2005  

      

        

Brice Heath, S (1982) What no Bedtime Story Means: narrative Skills at Home and School in Language in 

Society Vol 11 No 1 

 

Lecture 2: Continuums of Development: Progression in Literacy and English – explore the idea of 

progress in literacy learning 

               

Introduce the concept of cycles of teaching and learning in a literacy context    

           Explore pre-existing 

concepts by ‘unpicking’ a literacy lesson 

                

Using the Es and Os to generate literacy learning intentions 



                          

Using Assessment is for Learning to explore possible literacy assessments    

            

What constitutes Progression in literacy and English; genres of writing; examples of texts; cycles of teaching 

and learning; learning intentions and success criteria; types of assessment 

 

Further Reading 

Literacy and English Benchmark 

The key to the success of the year 3 course is the extensive use made of the Literacy and English Moodle 

site. Copies of important publications are located here under headings: International Perspectives on 

Literacy; Digital Literacy; Early Years; Engaging in Research; Gender; Inclusion; Knowledge about 

Language; Writing and Reading. The students are given a task encouraging them to engage with these 

publications and with each other and to post responses on the Moodle site 

 

Pre-course Reading and tasks 

 

Before beginning the course students are encouraged to explore the key documents provided and 

are required complete the online Language Skills test before coming to the first class. They are also directed 

to some pre-course reading. Students need to return to these readings later in the session 

 Literacy and English Principles and Practice 

 C for E Literacy and English and Literacy Across learning 

 Building the Curriculum 

 C for E Cover Paper 

 C for E Literacy Literature review 

 The Characteristics of Effective Teachers of Literacy (1999) 

 

Session 1 Framing Literacy and Language: defining key terms; what does literacy learning look like in an 

early years classroom; literacy learning pre-school; theories of language acquisition; conditions for early 

literacy; personal literacy targets (professional learning at their level) 

 

Post Session: Reading autobiography task + Publications task; Follow up reading Literacy Learning in the 

Early Years Chapters 1 & 2 

  

 

Session 2 Reading in the Early Stages 

 

Pre-session Reading: Konza, D (2014) Teaching Reading: Why the ‘Fab Five’ should be the ‘Big Six’ 

 

Methods of teaching Reading 



PPT  1 Teaching Reading: significant aspects of learning in literacy and English; the importance of reading; 

purposes of reading; key  early reading skills; factors important in developing capable readers; shared 

reading; reading into writing 

 

PPT 2 Shared Reading: shared reading the process; benefits for pupils; teacher’s role; shared reading and 

EAL; extending shared  reading 

 

Post session Reading Building World and Word Knowledge 

 

Session 3 Reading in the Early Stages 2 

 

Pre-session Reading: Chapter 9 Sounds familiar in Phonics, Practice, Research and Policy 

Lessons from Clackmannanshire Synthetic Phonics 

  

PPT making Sense of Phonics: Session Overview – A multi-sensory approach to Phonics teaching; Part 1: 

Building phonological awareness; Part 2: Developing phonemic awareness; Part 3: Phonics - grapheme and 

phoneme correspondence; Part 4: What does a phonics lesson look like? Part 5: A broader view: phonics, 

controversy and the great reading debate. 

Additional Support material provided: Progression in Phonics; Progression and Pace; Making Sense of 

Phonics; Phonological Awareness; Knowledge into Action Briefing: Early Years; Word Attack and 

Comprehension Strategies 

Session 4 Writing in the Early Years:  

Pre-session reading: 2 Chapters from the online reading list - Writing in Developing Language and Literacy 

3-8;and  From Talk to Writing 

PPT Session Overview - Develop an understanding of the process from Talking into Reading and Writing; 

Look at Early and First Level  Es and Os; Recognise the difference between Compositional and 

Transcriptional skills; Review some models of writing that can be used in the classroom 

  

Additional Support material provided: Writing Genres; The Crucial Role of the Early Years practitioner 

in supporting writing; Writing Guidance for key Stage 1; Early Writing exemplars; Pre-Handwriting 

Developmental Continuum; Reading/Writing Continuums 

Session 5 Reading in the Upper Primary 

Pre-session reading: Teaching Reading and Harrison and Kotsis Literacy development in the Primary 

School 

PPT: Session overview - To consider the place and purpose of using fiction and non-fiction texts in the 

primary curriculum; To identify  strategies that can provide useful starting points for the development of 

reading and for various purposes in the classroom; To explore the potential of children’s literature as a 

vehicle for cross-curricular developments within the Curriculum for Excellence; To identify, and 

 acknowledge, the potential reading a wide variety of texts as a context for developing reading, 

writing , listening and talking skills 



Additional Support material provided: Shared reading; guided reading; DARTs summary; Understanding 

Reading comprehension 

Session 6 Developing Writing in the Upper primary 

Pre-session reading: What do Children think about writing; Teachers as Writers: A Systematic review; Can 

teachers Empower pupils as  Writers? 

PPT: Session overview - Part 1 to create a context for the teaching of writing in the upper primary; to 

identify some of the challenges  that writing can present for learners and teachers; Part 2 to explore how 

effective reading strategies and responsive planning can promote and support ‘good’ writing; to examine 

some ‘real’ examples of pupil writing; to evaluate ourselves as writers and teachers 

  

Additional Support material provided: Writing Strategies: A powerpoint with lots of general advice and 

tips on approaching writing in  the classroom; Developing Writing 2: Created by primary headteacher 

Margaret Macleod, these slides give an overview of what writing can ‘look like’ in school and offer some 

ideas for writing in practice; New Horizons Approach: A set of slides outlining the rationale  behind the 

City of Glasgow-led New Horizons literacy strategy; Links to the SSLN; Link to Knowledge of Language; 

Classroom Resource – Hundreds of things to do with stories, poems and pictures 

 

Session 7 Talking and Listening 

Pre-session reading: Mercer and Littleton Chapter 1; Mercer et al (1999) Children’s Talk and the 

development of reasoning; Myhill and  Jones (2009) How talk Becomes Text 

PPT Session Overview – Talking and Listening purposes; interthinking; types of talk; dialogic teaching; 

Mercer’s 3 kinds of talk; criteria  for assessing 

Session 8 Literacy Across Learning – Making it Real in the classroom 

Pre-session reading: Literacy Across Learning Factfile; Effective Guided Reading: theory and practice; The 

effectiveness of  methods of reciprocal reading; Peer tutoring in Reading 

PPT Responding to the readings; Reading Reciprocally a practical session;  

Additional Support material provided: Early, First and Second level planning documents; link to 

professional learning  resources in literacy 

Session 1: Texts that Teach 

 

Pre-session Reading:  Cremin, T Bearne, E Mottram, M and Goodwin, P (2008) Primary Teachers as 

Readers in English in  Education, Vol 42, No 1;  Cremin, T Mottram, M  Bearne, E and Goodwin, P 

(2008) Exploring Teachers' knowledge of Children's Literature in Cambridge Journal of Education Vol 38, 

No 4 pp449-464; Cremin, T Mottram, M Collins, F Powell, S and Safford, K (2009) Teachers as Readers: 

building Communities of Readers in LIteracy, Vol 43, No 1 

PPT:  Session Overview- Revision of what we know about reading fiction; Review statistics about reading 

and reading progression in Scotland and consider the implications for teachers; Recognise the need for 

access to a wide range of texts and demonstrate awareness of how to select texts; List and review classroom 

approaches to fiction texts 



Additional Support material provided: Meek, M (1988) How Texts teach What Readers learn; Link to 

PIRLS 2011; Children’s Book audit 

Session 2 Literacy as a Social Practice 

PPT Home School Links in Developing Literacy: Literacy practices vs popular culture and media 

practices; promoting  home/school links and raising attainment; Scottish Book Trust; story sacks; Rivers 

of Reading; Active Home spelling; play, talk, read; multi-modal texts 

Additional Support material provided: Journeys from Images to Words Teaching Pack 

Session 3 Modern Foreign Language 

Session 4: Setting up a Literacy Classroom Fit for the 21st century 

Session 5: Planning Literacy lesson using Policy Document 

Session 6: Knowledge about Language 

Session 7: From Reading to Writing/Assessment 

Session 8: Texts that Teach/Multiliteracies 

Session 9: Structuring Support: Visual Journeys a case study 

  



Appendix 6.  

M Educ 3 Elective 

 

NAME OF ELECTIVE: Children’s Literature 

 

OUTLINE OF COURSE 

 

1 Title: Introduction to Children’s Literature 

  

 This session will be a general introduction to the field of children's Literature and will  explore 

preconceptions and expectations of the subject. Children as readers, students  as readers, emergent 

literacy and reading for pleasure will also be introduced as key  topics. 

 Book Chapter: P Hunt Instruction and Delight in Children's Literature: approaches  and 

territories Janet Maybin  Nicola Watson 2009 Online Resource 

 Cremin, T Bearne, E Mottram, M and Goodwin, P (2008) Primary Teachers as  Readers in English 

in Education,Vol 42, No 1 DOI: 10.1111/j.1754- 8845.2007.00001.x  

 Cremin,T. Mottram, M. Bearne, E.and Goodwin, P (2008) Exploring Teachers'  Knowedge of 

Children's Literature inThe Cambridge Journal of Education, Vol38,  No. 4 pp 449-464 DOI: 

10.1080/03057640802482363. 

 

2 Title: Becoming a critical reader 

  

 In this session the focus will be on what it means to read critically for children and  teachers. 

This will include considering strategies for reading a literary text, examining  how readers are 

'constructed' in the classroom and differentiating between literature  study and literacy study. 

 Smith, V. (1999), Everyone's a Criminal? Reflections on Critical Reading in the  Primary 

Classroom. English in Education, 33: 54–61. doi:10.1111/j.1754- 8845.1999.tb00724.x 

 

3 Title: Representations and Images of Childhood in Children’s literature 

 

 Representations and images of childhood in children's literature; understanding  childhood in CL; 

tracking the changes in representation; childhood depicted in  children's books 

 The Intersection of Children’s Literature and Cultural Studies 

 Imaginary Childhoods: Memory and Children’s literature 
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4 Title: Fairy Tales, Fables and Folk Tales  

 

 This session will explore the origins of fairy tales, the characteristics of fairy tales and  will 

explore international and cultural variants of well known fairy tales. Other issues  such as re-tellings and 

fractured tales will also be considered and key issues such as  gender will be discussed.  

  

 Fantasy and Fairytale in Children’s Literature 

 

5 Title: Poetry for Younger Children 

 In this session we will begin to explore poetry specifically for younger children.  Among the topics 

to be considered will be nursery rhymes, links to play, the pleasures  of sound and image, links to early 

literacy especially phonological awareness.  

 Bryant, P. MacLean, M. Bradley, L and Crossland, J. Rhyme Alliteration phoneme  detection 

and learning to read in Developmental Psychology Vol 26(3) May 1990 pp  429-438 

6 Title: How Picturebooks Work 

 This session will begin to explore the very complex world of picturebooks, a variety  of types of 

books will be examined and there will be a focus on the work of particular  authors. Particular focus 

will be given to the relationship between illustration and text  in picturebooks. 

 

 Graham, Judith,  "Picturebooks: Looking Closely", Chapter 10 in Understanding  Children's Books: 

A Guide for Education Professionals  

 Nikolajeva, M. (2013). Picturebooks and Emotional Literacy. The Reading  Teacher, 67(4), 

249–254. doi: 10.1002/trtr.1229 

7 Title: Picturebooks: Stretching the Boundaries 

 This session will continue the exploration of picturebooks but focusing on challenging 

 picturebooks, metafiction, multi-modal and multi-lingual books. There will be a  consideration of 

picturebooks as puzzles. 

 Any chapter between 2-8 from Arizpe, E. and Styles, M. 2016 Children Reading  Picturebooks, 

second edition. Online via library. 

 

8 Assignments and Preparing for Placement 

  

9 Poster Presentations 

  

10 Title: Plotting the Landscape of Children’s Literature: Shifts and Trends 

 Exploration of the "Golden Ages' of Children's Literature particularly some classic  texts for 

older children. Issues such as stereotyping and gender issues will be  considered as will the topics of 

post-colonialism and censorship. 

file:///C:/Users/gw124x/Desktop/Education%20and%20Skills%20Committee/Understanding%20%09Children's%20Books:%20A%20Guide%20for%20Education%20%09Professionals
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  Chapter 1 of Kim Reynold's Children's Literature: a very short introduction which  you will 

find as an online resource on the reading list. 

 Nikolajeva, M. Exit Children's Literature 

11 Title: Scottish Children’s Literature 

 This session will focus specifically on Scottish children's literature, exploring the  range and 

strength of the corpus of work available. Issues of identity and language  will feature strongly as will 

consideration of its place in the academy of children's  literature.  

 The readings for this session are taken from the e-zine The Bottle Imp published by  the 

Association of Scottish Literary Studies, and a special edition that focused on  children's literature. Focus 

on: An Overview of Scottish Children's  Literature  and Miss, Is this a real book? There are other 

articles of interest including  one from  Matthew Fitt on Scots Language. 

 

12 Title: Children’s Literature in the Classroom 

 In this session we will explore the many ways that children's literature can be used in  the 

classroom. The place of reading will be considered whether reading individually,  in groups; aloud or silently. 

Book selection will also be considered and reading as a  stimulus/catalyst for creative responses. 

 Chapter 38 Children's Literature in the Classroom and the Curriculum 

  

 Exploring Teachers’ Knowledge of Children’s Literature 

 

13 Diverse Children’s Literature 

 This session will explore the inclusion of a range of children's literature in the modern  classroom. 

The topic of English as an Additional Language will feature strongly as  well as the availability of texts in 

home languages. The role of picturebooks in  helping to meet diverse needs will also be considered.  

 

14 Title: Challenging Texts and Controversial Issues 

 This session will explore how children's literature can be used to identify and  moderate sensitive 

issues such as bullying, bereavement or gender issues in a 'safe'  environment. The session will also consider 

the origins and development of realistic  fiction. 

 

15 Title: Electives Joint Session: Optimism, Pessimism, Education and the Human Future 

 Students from all the electives will meet during today's class time in the Sir Charles  Wilson 

Building for a joint session. The event will provide a platform for discussion  and debate on the Human 

Future. As aspiring teachers, you will ultimately be  responsible for developing a spirit of enquiry in the 

classroom. This event is therefore  aimed at developing critical thinking on the human future through 

pitches from a  range of academic voices.  

 

16 Title: Popular Texts 

 



 This final session of the elective will have two areas of focus: the first will focus on  the work 

of recognised popular texts and will use the work of particular authors for  detailed study. The second 

area of focus will be on the second assignment for the  elective.  
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