Most MAs that sit at SVQ Level 2 will be classified at SCQF Level 5 - these MAs will remain
outside the scope of KPI 5. However, there are a small number of MAs that have previously
been classified at SVQ Level 2 that will now be classified at SCQF Level 6. These MAs would
not have previously been included in KPI 5. This means it will no longer be possible to report
on KPI 5 as per the initial definition or to maintain the time series.
Skills Development Scotland (SDS) have identified six MA frameworks 1, that were previously
SVQ Level 2 and are now SCQF Level 6, containing ten vocational qualifications (VQs). These
ten VQs represent 6.5% of a total of 153 vocational qualifications that sit at SVQ Level 2.
Measuring KPI 5 using SCQF Level 6 and above, and including MA frameworks which have
been reclassified from SVQ Level 2 to SCQF Level 6, will result in approximately a 2.0% (or
257) increase in starts2•
In response to these changes, I have approved the amendment of DYW KPI 5's definition to
be altered to: "The number of Modern Apprentices at SCQF Level 6 and above to be
increased".
These changes also mean that KPI 5's target will be extended. The previous target was for
20,000 out of a total of 30,000 MA starts to be at SVQ 3 and above by 2021. The new target
is for 20,500 out of a total of 30,000 MA starts to be at SCQF Level 6 and above by 2021.
Reconfiguring the target from 2018/19 onwards will result in a discontinuity in KPI 5's time
series. The KPI for 2013/14 to 2017 will be based on the previous definition. Going forward
from 2017/18, the KPI will be based on the new definition.
SDS will report on the newly configured KPI 5 in the MA Quarter 4 2018/19 statistical briefing
on the 11th June 2019. Scottish Government officials will report on it in the DYW Annual
Progress Report in December 2019. This change will also be highlighted to DYW Programme
Board members and the DYW National Advisory Group when the groups next convene.
I hope you find this information helpful.
Yours Sincerely

JAMIE HEPBRUN

1 1) Active Leisure, Learning and Wellbeing; 2) Extractive and Mineral Processing; 3) Healthcare Support; 4)
Housing; 5) Life Sciences; and 6) Social Services and Healthcare
2 The Quarter 3 2018/19 MA briefing showed 79 MA starts following older frameworks that sit at SVQ Level 3 these are a legacy of previous SVQ Level reporting. As these MA frameworks are due to be phased out, these
MAs will not be included in the reconfigured KPI 5 target from 2018/19 - a note will be provided outlining how
many individuals this includes.
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