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27 June 2019 
 
 
Dear Clare,  
 
In my letter of 18 June I highlighted that we would shortly be publishing information 
on actions by local authorities to support partnership in their areas, and on the hourly 
rates that are paid to funded providers for the delivery of funded Early Learning and 
Childcare during the transition to August 2020. As the Committee is aware, local 
authorities are now working on setting sustainable rates for funded providers from 
August 2020 onwards that will enable the payment of the real Living Wage to all 
childcare workers delivering the funded entitlement.  
 
Following consideration at the meeting of the Joint Delivery Board on 25 June, 
Councillor Evison and I signed off the report which sets out the information that local 
authorities provided. We are grateful to local authority colleagues for their time and 
efforts to provide and check the information presented in this report. A copy of the 
report is included with this letter. 
 
This information provides a fuller picture of the range of benefits and support that are 
available to funded providers across local authority areas, which are additional to the 
hourly rate that providers receive for delivering the funded entitlement.  
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This report covers, by local authority area, the following information: hourly rates (for 
delivering 600 hours); hourly rates in 2019-20 for phasing (delivering more than 600 
hours); any payments to providers for the delivery of meals as part of phasing; and a 
summary of the actions to support providers in each local authority. 
 
As we progress towards the full roll-out of 1140 hours and the introduction of 
Funding Follows the Child in August 2020, there have been substantial changes in 
the hourly rates and the support offered to providers. For example, the hourly rates 
paid to providers to deliver the current funded ELC entitlement of 600 hours per year 
have increased in all local authority areas over the period 2017-18 to 2019-20.  
 

The report will also be available on the Knowledge Hub.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

MAREE TODD 
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